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PREFACE. 


NFIDELITY has always had its Advuo- 
' cates amongſt us; there never was a Time 

when they totally defiſted from promoting its 
Cauſe ; but never, till now, have they dared to 
attack the Chriſtian Religion, by forming them- 
ſelves into a public Society, and endeavouring 
to florm thoſe ancient Bulwarks, which the Piety, 
Prudence, and Wi iſdom of our Forefathers, have 
erected, as Means for its Protect on and Defence 
in this Kingdom. 

Chriſtianity is ſo interwoven in the very Con- 
fiitution of this free State, that a great Lawyer 
has not without Reaſon ſtyled it © Part of the 
Law of the Land.” Our Kings have been 
its nurſing Fathers, our Queens its nurſing 
Mothers ; and when, by the gracious Providence 
of Almighty Gor, it was delivered from the 
Corruptions of the Papiſts, and eftabliſhed in its 
genuine Beauty an Luftre by the holy Zeal of 
our Proteſtant Reformers, every Step which 
could be taken, every Caution which could be 
ebſerved, was by them moſt fludiouſly provided 

4 


for, 


Liv] 
for, in order to continue it down to the lateſt 
Poſſerity. | 

To this, under God, we owe the ineſtimable 
Bleſfing of our Liturgy and Articles, thoſe Re- 
poſitories of true and undefiled Religion, which, 
like impregnable Fortreſſes, have for Ages de- 
fended that Proteflant Citadel the Church of 
England, againſi the Attacks of Popery from 


without, and the Malice of Infidels from 


within. 

The better to ſecure this, the 4 of the 
Land have enlifled themſelves on the Side of the 
Liturgy and Articles, and by making it impoſ- 
ſible for any Perſons to be ordained to teach in 
the Congregation without firſt ſubſcribing them, 
they have either ſhut out Papiſts and Infidels 
entirely, or if any have been profligate enough to 
ſet their Hands to what they do not believe, yet 


they have not dared to avow what all the World 


muſt condemn, at leaſt not in ſo open a Manner 


as they would have done, if the preſent legal 


Reſtraints were taken out of the Way. 
That ſuch a Violence done to their Conſciences, 


could be attended with painful After-thought, 


7s not to be wondered at, any more than that they 


ſhould try to deliver e from it for the 
Time to come. 


To 
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To this the preſent daring Attack upon the 
Peace of the Church and Kingdom . owes its 
Riſe ; its Contrivers and Abettors have adver- 
tiſed their Meetings, they have publiſhed their 
Proceedings: The only Inſtance of Modefly re- 
lating to them 1s, that they have hitherto con- 
cealed their Names; but this will ſoon have an 
End, as they have figned them to a Petition 
which they have agreed upon, and which they 
| bave determined ſhall be preſented to the Parlia- 

ment at its next Meeting. | 

J am ſorry to find that ſuch a Proceeding 
comes from ſome of the Clergy, it ſhould be hoped 
that but few of theſe eſpouſe ſuch a Cauſe ; ſurely 
the Generality will jay, as was ſaid of Simeon 
and Levi of od, My Soul come not thou 
into their Secret, unto their Aſſembly mine 
«© Honour be not thou united.” — Indeed this 
rather appears to be the * Caſe, for the Peti- 
tioners have been forced to beat up for Recruits, 


amongſt the two other learned Profeſſions of civil 
Law and Phyſic. "6 


What 


* It muſt be confeſſed, that there are thoſe who differ 
in Sentiment from this Paragraph, and who imagine 
that the Oppoſers of Subſcription to the Liturgy and 
Articles are much greater, both in Weight and Number, 
than the Author ſuppoſes ; but that, for certain prudent 
Reaſons, they ſerve the Cauſe of the Petition, as Num- 
bers of Jacobites ſerved the Cauſe of the Pretender in 


1745—not caring to interfere till they ſce How Mar- 
TERS WILL GO, | 
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What the Fate of their Petition will be, 1s 
no very difficult Matter. to foreſee ; it may as 
probably be ſuppoſed that the Parliament / Eng- 
land would paſs a Law to drive the Proteſtant 
Religion out of the Land, as liſten to a Petition 
againſt the ancient and effettual Means 7 its 
Support. 

| The Pretences for this Proceeding are various, 
the chief Complaint is, that Subſtriptions to 
« the Liturgy. and Articles are contrary to 
« Chriſtian Liberty! - that they are. contrary 
to infidel Licentiouſneſs may be true, but to 
profeſs, fign, and acknowledge the Truth of 
Scripture, and that publicly and openly, is indeed 
Chriſtian Liberty, and that Sort of Liberty 
which our Reformers dearly purchaſed for us, 
at the Expence of their Blood, and which J 
Pray God to continue to us for his Mercy 5 
Sake 1 

But, ſay they, the Liturgy and Articles 
ce are the Words of fallible Men.” —True, but 
they are the exact Meanings of the Word of 
God, and therefore fland upon the ſame Foun- 
dation, unleſs a found and important Diſtinction 
can be made between the Word of God, and its 
_ expreſs Meaning. 

But *© the Church has no Right to impoſe 
jo her Interpretations upon me. — At leaſt as 


© good 
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good a one as ] have to impoſe my Interpreta- 
tions upon her.—And it may be reaſonably con- 
cluded, that the © Articles agreed upon by the 
« Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, 
« and the whole Clergy in the Convocation 
*© holden at London 1 562, and afterwards de- 
* liberately read, and confirmed again by the 
* Subſcription of the Hand of the Archbiſhops 
ee and Biſhops of the Upper-houſe, and by the 
e Subſcription of the whole Clergy in the nether 
«© Houſe of Convocation 1571, bid as fair for 
laying before us the true Senſe of the Scriptures, 
as the Members of this new Society, at their 
very reſpectable Meeting at the Feathers Ta- 
vern in the Year 1771. 

The Times of Popery might well be called the 
dark and ignorant Ages of the Church, but 
ſuch an Inſinuation, with reſpect to the Time of 
the Reformation, would almoft lead one to fuf- 
pect, that there is ſome Clauſe in the Aſſociation- 
bond, againſt the Truth of Hiſtory—the Evi- 
dence of Fact and the Didtates of common 
Senſe,——The Reſtoration of Learning in Eu- 
rope, and the Number of Men of Genius that 
aroſe, were the happy Fore-runners of the bleſſed 
Reformation. Theſe were the In/lruments, in 
the Hands of a gracious Providence, to diſpel 
the Gloom Y Ignorance and Superſtition, and 

kindle 
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kindle in the Minds of many the Love of J. euch 
and ſacred Liberty, At length it reached this 
highly-favoured Iſland, warmed the Hearts of 
the moſt learned and moſt judicious of its Inha= 
bitants, till, in Proceſs of Time, it blazed forth 
in its meridian Luſtre, among ft all Ranks and 
Orders of People.—To this, I muſt again ſay, 
we owe our Liturgy and Articles—thoſe faith- 


ful Mirrors of divine Truth—thoſe ſcriptural 


Interpreters of the divine Will —The Dottrines 
therein contained, are not the“ Doctrines of 
*& dark * and ignorant Ages of the Church,” 
but of the enlightened Age of the Reformation, 
and of. the moſt Pious, Zealous, and Learned 
amongſt the Retormers. In Point of Compoſt: 
tion and Style, they are exquiſitely fine, ſhort 
without Obſcurity, explicit without Tediouſ- 
neſs.—Let but an impartial Mind compare our 
modern Compoſitions with them, and the Balance 
of Darkneſs and Ignorance will zncline very 
greatly on the Side of much later Writers. 
After all, JI am perfectiy convinced that all 
the Objefions above. taten Notice of, are but 
Pretences, mere Pretences 70 cover the ſole 


Cauſe of Diſcontent, I mean Infidelity—This 


25 the Worm that lays at the Root, and endeavours 
to defiroy our efoiclical Confeſſions, Creeds, 
Liturgy, 


* Appendix, F. 
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Liturgy, and Articles. The" Complaints, if ae 
may judge from fome * Publications previous to 
this Attempt, are a mbtley Mixture of Infidels 
of various Denominations, ſuch as Deiſts, Ari- 
ans, Socinians, and Pelagians; the grand 
Point they want to be rid of; is the Doctrine 
of the TRINITY IN UNITY, and its Conſe- 
quences, ſuch as the Godhead of Chriſt, and 
the Perſonality and Godhead of the holy Ghoſt; 
if theſe could be firuck out of the Liturgy and 
Articles, they would be content — Dr. Clarke's . 

| BEING 


Since this Work went to the Preſs, the Author has een. 
a ſmall Pamphlet, containing a pretended Refutation of 
all the Doctrines of the Church of England, as ſet forth 
in her Articles, under the artful Inſinuation of diſprove ' 
ing what © certain Divines have ſaid,” which ſaid 
Pamphlet is fold very cheap, and has been given away 
in great Numbers; by which Circumſtances, as well. as 
from its Contents, it appears to be a wicked Contrivance, 
to corrupt the Minds of the People, and ſeduce them 
on the Side of the preſent Faction, againſt the great 
Truths of Chriſtianity, as contained in the Liturgy and 
Articles of the eſtabliſhed Church: It is hoped that a 
careful Peruſal of the followihg Comment, may counter- 
work the Poiſon, which the taid Pamphlet may have in- 
fuſed into the Minds of the Ignorant and Unwary, where 
the Groflneſs of the Doſe has failed to prove its own 

+ There appeared in the London Evening Po of the 
23d of May laſt, the following Letter, which, in Juſtice 
to the Memory of Dr. Glare, and for the Good of thoſe 
whoſe Principles have been injured by his Writings, I 


- muſt inſert in this Place. 


i; 6 For 


[x] 
BeinG6—Mahomet's ALLA—any but the TRUE 
Gop, well ſerve their Turn —and if there is 
a Man among jt them who will declare publicly. 


that he believes the TRINITY, I will give up 
the 


&« For the LoN DON EVENING Post. 


« Mr. Miller, 


„ Will you be ſo kind as to favour the Public with 
© theſe two little Anecdotes? They are ſeaſonable, they 
„ may be entertaining to ſome, and as profitable to every 
„ Body, as the Diſpute between Willes and Horne. Dr. 
% Clarke revived the Arian Hereſy—his Writings are the 
& Arians Bible—his Word is their Oracle, But is it not 
« ſurpriſing that they ſhould attend ſo religiouſly to his 
« Errors, and yet pay no Regard to his vetracting them? 
« For it is certain he gave vp his Principles a long Time 
* before he died. Here are two H/itneſſes—good Men 
& and true, 1 

© The Rev. Mr. Fackſon, Miniſter of Torrington, lives 
« near Mr. Foley in Her:fordfhire, but now reſides chiefly 
at Bath, He told me that Dr. Samuel Clarke, on his 
„ Death-bed, ſaid, Nothing grieved him ſo much as 
6 writing his Book on the Trinty, and wiſhed he could 
& ſee all his Books on that SubjeQ burning before him. 
„Hr. Zackſen ſaid he had it from Dr. Clarke's Son. 

*Biograplia Britannica, Vol. V. Pag. 3489, under the 
© Life of the Chevalier Ramſey, in a Letter of his to Mr. 
* Racine—Mr, le Chevalier Newton, grand Geometre, et 
«© nullement Metaphylicien, etoit perſuade de la verite de 
„ Ja Religion, mais il voulu rafiner ſur Jes Erreurs anci- 
*© cnnes Orient et renouveller l Atianiſme par POrgan 
de fon fameux Diſciple et Interprete Mr. Clarke, qui 
m'avoua quelque tems avant que de mourir apres plu- 
 lieurs Conferences que j'avois eues avec lui, combien il 
& /e repentit d'aveir fuit imprimer ſon Ouurage. Je fus 
„ temoin il y a douze Ans a Londres de derniers Senti- 
mens de ce modeſte et vertueux Docteur.“ . 

a n 
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the Accuſation. I except the Papiſts, who may 
have joined in the Scheme of Petitioning ; they 
are in general ſound as to the Doctrine of the 
TRINITY ; but as the Merit of Works—Pur- 
gatory—the Maſs— Works of Supererogation 
five of their Sacraments—the Adoration of 
Saints, Images, and Reliques, together with 
the Pope's Infallibility and Power, are expreſsly 
condemned by the Articles, I do not think any 
Papiſt will venture to attempt taking Orders, 
unleſs, among /t other convenient Alterations, 
the Law for Subſcriptions ſhould be repealed. 
The Points above mentioned, concerning the 
TRINITY, are at the Foundation ef all true 
Religion, and are eſſential to its very Being; 
they are therefore acknowledged by every Chriſ- 

—__ tian 


In ENGLISH thus: 


6 The Chevalier Newton, a great Geometrician, but 
« no Metaphyſician, was perſuaded of the Truth of Re- 
« ligion, but would refine on the old Eaſtern Errors, and 
C revive Arianiſm by the Means of his famous Diſciple 
& and Interpreter Mr. Clarke, who avowed to me, ſome 
time before his Death, after ſeveral Conferences which 
c had with him, how much he repented of having printed 
«© his Work, I was Witneſs, twelve Years ago, at Lon- 
« don, of the laſt Sentiments of this modeſt and vittuous 
« Door.” . : 
Are not theſe good Authorities? Dr. Clarke retract- 
d ed his-Errors long before he died. Should not this 
c ſtagger the Arians a little? Should it not put them 
© upon enquiring, why they believe that to be true, 
6 which Dr. Clas de himſelf believed to be falſe?” 
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tian Charch upon Earth. Tn theſe, the Are 
ticles, as they totally agree with all other 
Chriſtian Churches, fo they perfectly harmoy 
nige with the Scriptures, and conſequently ſub- 
ſeribing the one, is attended with no more 
Hardſhip than ſubſcribing the other ; J confe eſs 
it muſt be hard to ſubſcribe either, if we 45 
not believe them, but no Hardſhip if we do.— 
Then ae ſhall acknowledge the Fitneſs of ſuch 
Barriers againſt Popiſh or Infidel Teachers, 
who ought no more to be truſted with Offices in 
the Church, than Perſons who refuſe to ſub- 
ſeribe the Declaration, and take the Oaths tg 
the Government, with Offices of Truft and 
Prefit in the State. 
The Petitioners indeed profe 92 their Readineſ; 

to give any Security which the Parliament may 
require, againſt Popery ; but who is to ſecure 
us againſ} Infidelity ? How are the Mouths. of 
Deiſts, Arians, and all the reſt of the Infidel 
Tribe to be flopped, if they are at Liberty 19 
pray and preach as they pleaſe in the. Church? 
Now rudeed they are muzzled, the Liturgy 
muſt be read, therefore whalſome Words. of 
und Doctrine muſt be pronounced in the Ears 
„ the People; and as for their Preaching, 
though it be not for the Truth, yet they dare 
; not 
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net openly and plainly ſpeak againſt it. Wheree 
as, ſhould the preſent Scheme ſucceed (not that 
any Man in his Senſes can imagine it will) then 
with Aſaph muſt the Faithful Jament—* That 
„% the Boar out of the Wood, and the wild 
* Beaſt of the Field, have devoured our Vine, 
* that her Hedges are broken down, ſo that 
* all that go by the Way do pluck her, 
Pſ. Ixxx. Nor can I in the leaſt doubt, but 
that the Church of England, like that of the 
apoſtate Unitarian Jews, would become an Hiſ- 
ſing, a Proverb of Reproach, an Aſtoniſhy 
ment, 4a Deſolation . upon the Face of. the 
Earth. | 

« There are two Ways ' ſays a pious ad 
learned Author, © of underſlanding the Serip- 
« tures;' one as a Critic and @ Scholar, the 
cc other as a little Child and a Sinner. The 
© firſt,” ſays he, © is Man's Way, the other 
« is God's Way.” To this I may add, that 
when Men are ſelf-taught, they make the Scrip- 
tures ſpeak the Language of Men : Hence have 
ariſen the Errors and Hereſies which have 
barraſſed and waſted the viſible Church in all 
Ages, and which. have ever boaſled of Scripture 
for their Warrant and Authority ; but when 
Men are taught of Gon, John vi. 45. then 

they 


PP 
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they will permit the Scriptures to ſpeak the 
Language of Heaven, and humbly ſubmit to it, 
not as the Word of Man, (4s St. Paul ſays, 
1 Theſſ. ii. 13.) but as it is in Truth the 
Word of God. On this Plan our Reformers 
evidently proceeded when they compiled the Li- 
turgy and Articles; they wrote therefore like 
Men taught of God: And I do firmly believe, 
that there is not a ſingle Point of Faith laid 
down- in any Part of either, in which they 
did not mean a  direft Hin on fo the Scrip- 
tures. 

To prove this, ſhall be my Buſineſs in the 
following Pages; in which I ſhall ſhew, that 
our doctrinal Articles are a perfe# Uniſon 
with the Bible, the Conſequence will then be 
apparent, that they who mean to deſtroy the 
one, would, if they” dared, attempt the De- 
ſtruction of the other. 


Having proved my Point in er to the 
Articles, I ſhall take it for granted . as to the 
Liturgy, the Doctrine in both being the ſame. 

I have particularly mentioned the doctrinal 
Articles, becauſe I am particularly convinced 
that they are the grand Stumbling -ſtone in the 
Way of the Petitioners; as to the others, which 
treat of indifferent Matters, I mean, that do 

nat 


wt 
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- wt immediately concern the Character of the 


Deity and the Salvation of Man, the Legifla- 
ture hath already made every Conreſſion which 
our Diſſenting Brethren can poſſibly require, 
and hath given ample Security for Liberty of 
Conſcience, as touching ſuch indifferent Mat- 
ters, in that truly Chriſtian and Proteftant 
AZ of Parliament, uſually called the Tolera- 
tion Act. But that Law was not meant to 
raze Foundations, or to throw the Reins upon 


the Neck of Infidelity, that it might be let 
looſe amongſt the People, and ſcatter its Ar- 


rows, Firebrands, and Death without Con- 


troul. This is plainly the Purpoſe of the Pe- 
titioners, let every Man teach and af as he 
pleaſes, and the Buſineſs 1s done. In one 
Church we ſhall hear that there is no Trinity 
in Unity—in another, that CHRIST was a 
mere Man—+r a third, that there is no ſuch 
Perſon as the holy Ghoſt in a fourth, that 


Man is his own Saviour. — In ſhort, every 


Blaſphemy, every Hereſy that ever was le- 
velled at the great Truths of the Bible, will 
be publiſhed «without Fear or Shame : The Con- 


. fuſion of Babel will be outdone, if poſſible, till 
the End muſt be, the Confuſion and Deſtruc- 
tion of the very Church itſelf. | 


Sinful 
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Sinful and wicled as we are, I Should yet 
hope we are not on the Eve of fo fatal a Ca- 
taſtrophe, fatal 70 all that i, or ought to be, 
deareſt to us, as Chriſtians and Ptoteſtants. 
—— May Gop avert it for his Mer&s Sake, 
nor ſuffer the Arch-enemy fo triumph and ſay 
“ There, there, ſo I would have it!“ 


K nigbiſbridge, 
Jan. 20, 1772. 


A 
SCRIPTURAL COMMENT 
| ©" UPON THE HIPs 

AR TIC LES 
OF THE 


CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


CTATICEE I, 
Df Faith in the Holy Trinity, 


— HERE is but one living and true God, 
everlaſting, without Body, Parts, or 
* Paſſions; of infinite 5 Power, * Wil- 


dom, and ” Goodneſs, the Maker and? Preſerver 
of all Things both viſible and inviſible ; and ** in 


Unity of this Godhead there -be three Perſons, of 
one Subſtance, Power, and Eternity, the Father, 


- 


the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. 85 


* Mark xii. 32. There is one God, and there is none 
other but He. G55 x. 10. The Lord is the true God, 
he is the living God, and an everlaſting King. 

2 John iv. 24. God is a Spirit. 

31Tim 1.17. The King eternal, immortal, invi/ible. 

+ Mal. iii. 6. I am Jehovah, I change not. a= i. 
17. The Father of Lights, with whom is no V atiable- 
neſs, neither Shadow of Turning. 

_ 5 Matt. xix. 26. With God all Things are poſſible. 
* P/. cxIvii. 4. His Underſtanding is infinite. 
/e lii. 1. The e of God end ureth continually. 
| 1 
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* If. xliv. 24. I am the Lord that maketh all Things. 

9 Neh. ix. 6. Thou preſerveſt them all. 

10 In the Beginning Gop [THE *ALEim, plur. ] created 
the Heavens and the Earth, Gen. i. 1, Gop [THE ALEIM] 
ſaid, Let Us make Man in Our Image after Our Like- 
neſs, ver. 26. So Gop [THE ALE1M] created Man in His 
own Image, Sc. And the Lord [ JeHovan, ſing. ] Gop 
[ALE1M, plur.] ſaid, Behold the Man is become as One 
of Us, Gen. iii. 22. Hear, O Iſrael, the LoRD [Jenovan] 
our Gop [ ALE1Nv, plur.] is one Lord | JEHovan] Deut. 
Vi. 4. Ye cannot ſerve the Lord [ JEHovan] for He is an 
+ holy GOD [ALEim] literally“ Holy Gops is He,” Fob. 
xxiv. 19, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord [Jenovan] of 
Hoſts, J. vi. 3. Alſo I heard the Voice of the Lord, 
ſaying, Whom ſhall / ſend, and who will go for Us? 
ver. 28, Compare John xii. 41. and As xxviii. 25, 20, 
27: with J/. vi. 9, 10. Remember now thy Creator 
[ Heb. Creators] in the Days of thy Youth, Eccl. xii. I. 


Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them 


in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 19. f For there are three 
that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are One, 1 Jobn v. 7. 
The Grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Love of 


God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 


you all, 2 Cor. xili. 14. 


ARTICLE II. 


Ok the TWo2d, oꝛ Son of God, which 


was made very Man, 


8 HE Son, which is the Word of the Father, 

e begotten from everlaſting of the Fa- 
„ ther, the * very and eternal God, of one Sub- 
« ſtance with the Father,” “took Man's Nature 
in the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin, of her Sub- 


* Vid. Appendix, Letter A. + Vid. Appendix, Letter B. 
t Appendix, C. 


5 ſtance, 
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Nance, * ſo that two whole and perfect Natures, 
that is to ſay, the Godhead and Manhood, were 
joined together in one Perſon, never to be divided, 
whereof is one Chriſt, very God and very Man, 
who truly ſuffered, was crucified, dead, and bu- 
ried, © to reconcile his Father to us, and to be a 
7 Sacrifice not only for original Guilt, but alſo for 
actual Sins of Men. 


And the Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his Glory, the Glory as of the on! 
Begotten of the Father) full of Grace and Truth, n i. 
14. So Gop loved the World, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, &c, John iii. 16. Whoſe goings forth have 
been from of old from everlaſting, Mic. v. 2. Before 
Abraham was, J am, John viii. 58. 

* In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with Gop, and the Word was Gop. All Things were 
made by Him, and without Him was not any Thing made 
that was made, John i. 1, 3. For by Him were all Things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be Thrones or Dominions, 
or Principalities or Powers ; all Things were created by 
Him and for Him. And he is before all Things, and by 
Him all Things conſiſt, Col. i. 16, 17. He that built 
all Things is Gon, Heb. iii. 4. We are in Him that is 
true, even in His Son Jeſus Chriſt; this is the True Gop 
and Eternal Life, 1 John v. 20. Unto the Son he ſaith, 
Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever.—And, thou, 
Lord, in the. Beginning haſt laid the Foundation of the 
Earth, and the | SH are the Works of thine Hands, 
Heb. i. 8, 10. | | 

John x. 30. I and my Father are One, [Gr. &]. 

* Behold a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son, and 
ſhall call his Name Immanuel—which being interpreted, 
is “ GoD with us,” J. vii. 14. Matt. i. 22, 23. Unto 
us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the Go- 
vernment ſhall be upon his Shoulder: And his Name ſhall 
be called Wenderful, Counſellor, the Mighty Gop, the 
everlaſting Father, the Fines of Peace, /. ix, 6, When 
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the Fulneſs of Time was come, Gop. fent forth a Son 
made of a Woman, made under the Law, Gal. iv. 4. 
Who being in the Form of God, thought it no Robbery 
to be equal with Gop. But made himſelf of no Repu- 
tation, and took upon Him the Form of a Servant, and 
was made in the Likeneſs of Men; and being found in 
Faſhion as a Man, he bumbled himſelf, &c. Phil. ii. 6, 
„8. Since by Man came Death, by Man came alſo the 
Neſurrection of the Dead, 1 Cor. xv. 21. The ſecond 
Man is the Lord from Heaven, 1b. ver. 47. As the Chil- 
dren are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, He alſo likewiſe 
took Part of the ſame.—Verily he took not on him the 
Nature of Angels, but of the Seed of Abraham; where- 
fore in all Things it behoved Him to be made like unta 

his Brethren, Heb. ii. 14, 16. 
5 2 Cor. v. 19, God was in Chriſt. Col. ii. 9. In Him 


dwelleth all the Fulneſs of the Gopnear bodily. 1 
Tim. ili. 16, GoD was manifeſt in the Fleſh “*. 


5 Luke xviii. 13. GoD be merciful (pam, be propiti- 
ous) to mea Sinner, 1 John ii. 2. He (Chrift) is the Pro- 
PR (Hach) for our Sins. Matt. iii. 17. This is my 

eloved Son, in whom J am well pleaſed. 1 Fohn ii. 12. 


Your Sins are forgiven you for His (Chriſt's) Name's . 


Sake, Fer. xxxi. 33. I will be their Gop, they ſhall be 
my People. Ver. 34. I will forgive their Iniquity, and 
I will remember their Sin no more. 2 Cor. vi. 16. God 
hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk in them: I 
will be their Gop, they ſhall be my People, —I will re- 
ceive you, and be a Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my 


Sons and Daughters, ſaith the Lord Almighty. Eph. i. 


6. He HATH MADE US ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED. 

Ver. 7. In whom we have Redemption through His Blood“ 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according to the Riches of his 
Grace, wherein he hath abounded towards us, &c. 2 Cor. 
v. 18. All Things are of Gop, who hath reconciled us to 
himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us the Mi- 
niſtry of Reconciliation ; to wit, that Gop was in Chriſt 
reconciling the World to himſelf. Col. i. 21, 22. And 
you that were ſometime alienated, and Enemies in your 
Minds by wicked Works, yet now hath he reconciled, in 
tze Body of his Fleſh through Death, &c, 


* Appendix, D, 
3 8 7 Eph, 
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1 Eph, v. 2. Chriſt hath loved us, and hath given him- 
ſelf for us, an tering and a Sacrifice to Gon for a ſweet 
ſmelling Savour. Heb. ix. 26, 28. He hath appeared 
to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of Himſelf, Chriſt was 
once offered to bear the Sins of many. 1 Fohn i. 7. The 
Blood of Jeſus Chrift cleanſeth from all Sin. 1 Pet. ii; 
24. Who His ownſelf bare our Sins in his own Body on 
the Tree. If. liii. 5, 6. He was wounded for our Tranſ- 
greffions, he was bruiſed for our Iniquities: The Chaſtiſe- 
ment of our Peace was upon him, and with his Stripes 
we ate ealed. All we like Sheep have gone aftray, we 
have turned every one to his own Way, and the Lord 
hath laid on Him the Iniquity of us all. Ver, 8. For the 
Tranſgreffion of my People. was he ſtriken. Ver. 10. 
When thou ſhalt make his Soul an Offering for Sin, he 
ſhall ſee his Seed, he ſhall prolong bis Days, and the 
Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall profper in his Hand. He ſhall 


| ſee of the Travail of his Soul, and be ſatisfied ; by his 


Knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant juſtify many, for 
he ſhall Sar their Iniquities. 


ARTICLE III. 
Of the going down of Chritt into hell. 


S Chriſt * died for us, and * was buried, ſo 
alſo is it to be believed, that he * went down 
into Hell. 


Who died for us, 1 Theſſ. v. 10. 
2 He was buried, 1 Cor. xv. 4. 
His Soul was not left in Hell, 4s ii. 3r. 


ARTICLE n. 
Of the Reſurrection ok Chritt. 


RIS T did truly riſe again from Death, 
and * took again his Body, with Fleſh, 


0 Bones, and all Things appertaining to the Per- 


fection 
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fection of Man's Nature, * wherewith he aſcended 


into Heaven, and“ there ſitteth, until he * return 
to judge Men at the laſt Day, 


* Pf. xvi. , 10. with 4s ii. 30, 31. Therefore m 
Heart is glad, and my Glory rejoiceth, my Fleſh alſo 
ſhall reſt in Hope, for thou wilt not leave my Soul in 
Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy One to ſee Cor- 
ruption. David being a Prophet, and knowing that 
Gop had ſworn with an Oath unto him, that of the Fruit 
of his Loins according to the Fleſh, he would raiſe up 
Chriſt to fit on his Throne. He ſeeing this before, ſpake 
of the Reſurrection of Chriſt, that his Soul was not left 
in Hell, neither his Fleſh did ſee Corruption. As x. 
40. Him Gop raiſed up the third Day, and ſhewed him 
openly, not to all the People, but unto Witneſſes, choſen 
before of Gop, even to us who did eat and drink with 
Him after he roſe from the Dead. 

2 Luke xx. 27. Then faith He to Thomas, reach hither 
thy Finger and behold my Hands, and reach hither thy 
Hand, and thruſt it into my Side. Luke xxiv. 39- And 
he ſaid, Behold my Hands and my Feet, that it is I myſelf; 
handle me and ſee, for a Spirit hath not Fleſh and Bones 
as ye ſee me have. | | 

3 Luke xxiv. 50, 51. He led them out as far as to Be- 
thany.— And it came to paſs, while he bleſſed them, he 
was parted from them, and carried up into Heaven. 
Acts ii. 10. And while they beheld, he was taken up, and 
a Cloud received him out of their Sight: And while they 
looked ſtedfaſtly toward Heaven, as he went up, behold 
two Men ſtood by them in white Apparel; which alſo 
faid, Ye Men of Galilee, why ſtand ye gazing up into 
Heaven? This ſame Jeſus which is taken up from you 
into Heaven, ſhall ſo come in like Manner as ye have ſeen 
Him go into Heaven. 

+ P/. cx. 1. The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou on 
my right Hand, &c. Col. iii. 1. Chriſt firteth on the 
right Hand of Gop. Phil. i. 20. He raiſed Him from 
the Dead, and ſet Him at His right Hand in the heavenly 
Places, | 


52 Tim. 
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2 Tim. iv. 1. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall judge the 
Quick and the Dead at his appearing, and his Kingdom. 
Rom. xiv. 10, We ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment- 
Seat of Chriſt. - Acts x. 42. He commanded us to preach 
unto the People, and to teſtify that it is He which was 
ordained of God to be the Judge of Quick and Dead. 
As xvii. 31. Gop hath appointed a Day, in the which 
he will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that Man 
whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath given Aſſurance 
unto all Men in that he hath raiſed Him from the Dead. 


Acts iii. 21. Whom the Heaven muſt receive until the 


Times of Reſtitution of all Things, which Gop hath 


ſpoken by the Mouth of all His holy Prophets fince the 
World began, 


ALT101R-:V, 


Ok the Holy Ghoſt, 


HE Holy Ghoſt, * proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, is of one Subſtance, 


Majeſty, and Glory, with the Father and the Son, 
3 very and “ eternal Gop. 


John xv. 26. But when the Comforter is come, 
whom I will ſend unto you from the Father, even the 
Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he 
ſhall teſtify of me. As ii. 32. This Jeſus hath Gop 
raiſed up, whereof we all are Witneſſes. Therefore 
being by the right Hand of Gop exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the F ather the Promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, he - 
hath ſbed forth this which ye now ſee and hear. 

* Vid. the Comment on Article I. and Appendix, C. 

* Als v. 3, 4. Peter ſaid, Ananias, why hath Satan 
filled thine Heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt ?—thou haſt 
not lied unto Men, but unto Gop. 


Hab. ix, 14. Through the Eternal Spirit, &c. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scri 
tures foz Salvation, p 
OLY Scripture containeth all things ne- 


ceſſary to Salvation: So that wharſoever 
is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is 


not to be required of any Man that it ſhould be 


believed as an Article of Faith, or be thought re- 


quifite or neceſſary to Salvation. 3 In the Name of 


the holy Scripture, we do underſtand thoſe canoni- 
cal Books of the Old and New Teſtament, of whoſe 
Authority was never any Doubt in the Church. 


Of the Names and Numbers of the Canonical Books. 


Geneſis. 1I. Book of Chronicles. 

Exodus. | | I. Book of Eſdras. 

Leviticus. II. Book of Efdras. 

Numeri. Book of Heſter. 
Deuteronomium. Book of Job. 

Joſue. I Pſalms. 

Judges. | Proverbs. 

Ruth. Eccleſtaſtes, or Preacher. 

I. Book of Samuel. {| Cantica, or Songs of So- 

II. Book of Samuel. lomon. 

]. Book of Kings, 4 Prophets the greater. 

II. Book of Kings. 12 Prophets the leſs, 

I. Book of Chronicles. 


And the other Books (as Hierome ſaith) the 
Church doth read, for Example of Life and In- 
ſtruction of Manners, but yes doth not apply them 

to eſtabliſh any Doctrine: Such are theſe follow- 


ing: . 


Ill, Book 


& * 
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III. Book of Eſdras. | Baruch the Prophet. 


IV. Book of Eſdras. Song of the three Chil- 
Book of Tobias. || dren. ic 
Book of Judith. Story of Suſanna. 

Reſt of the Book of | Of Bell and the Dragon. 
Heſter. Prayer of Manaſſcs. 
Book of Wiſdom. I. Book of Maccabees. 
Jefus the Son of Sirach. | II. Book of Maccabees. 


All the Books of the New Teſtament, as they 
are commonly received, we do receive and account 
them canonical, 


* 2 Tim. iil. 15. From a Child thou haſt known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
Salvation, through Faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus. All 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of Gop, and is profitable 
for Doctrine, for Reprovf, for Correction, for Inſtruction 


in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of Gob may be perfeQ, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 


3 Iſ. viii. 20. Lo the Law, and to the Teſtimony, if 
they ſpeak not according to this Word, it is becauſe there 
is no Light in them. Deut. iv. 2. Ye ſhall not add to 
the Word which I command you, neither ſhall ye dimi- 
niſh ought from it. Deut. xii. 32. What Thing ſoever 
I command you, obſerve to do it: Thou ſhalt not add 
thereto, nor diminiſh from it. See alſo Rev; xxii. 18, 19. 
I teſtify unto every one that heareth the Words of the 
Prophecy of this Book, if any Man ſhall add unto theſe 
Things, Gop ſhall add unto him the Plagues that are 
written in this Book. And if any Man ſhall take away 
from the Words of the Book of this Prophecy, Go 
ſhall take away his Part out of the Book of Life, and oo. 
of the holy City, and from the Things, which are written 
in this Book. Matt. xv. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, 


teaching for Doctrines the Commandments of Men. 


3 For the reſt of this Article, I would refer the Reader 
to that learned Work of Dr. Coſin, Biſhop of Durham, 
called, © A ſcholaftical Hiſtory of the Canon of the Holy 
«© Scripture, ot the certain = indubitate Books thereof, 

; | 2 6c As 
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e as they are received in the Church of England.“ At 
the ſame time recommending it fo the careful Peruſal of 


all who would be well informed therein, eſpecially Per- 
ſons in, or deſigned for, holy Orders. 


AR TCL EVIL. 
Ok the Old Teſtament. 


5 HE Old Teſtament is not contrary to the 
New ; for both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, everlaſting Life is offered to Mankind by 
Chriſt, * who is the only Mediator between God 
and Man, being both God and Man; # where- 
tore they are not to be heard, which feign that the 
old Fathers did look only for tranſitory Promiſes. 
Although the Law given from God by Moſes, as 
touching Ceremonies and Rites, do not bind Chriſ- 
tian Men, nor the“ civil Precepts thereof ought 
of Neceſſity to be received in any Commonwealth: 
Yet notwithſtanding no? Chriſtian Man whatſo- 
ever 1s free from the Obedience of the Command- 
ments which are called moral. 


* cb. i. 1. Gon, who at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, fpake in Time paſt unto the Fathers by the 
Prophets, hath in theſe laſt Days ſpoken to us by his 
Son. — As iii, 22, 23, 24, 25. Meſes truly ſaid unto the 
Fathers, a Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto 
you of your Brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ve hear 
in all Things whatſoever he ſhall ſay unto you; and it 
ſhall come to pals, that every Soul which will not hear 
that Prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among the People. 
Yea, and all the Prophets from Samuel, and thoſe that 
follow after, as many es have ſpoken, have likewiſe fore- 
told of theſe Days. Ye are the Children of the Prophets, 
znd of the Covenant which Gon made with our Fathers, 
ſaying unto Abraham, and in thy Seed ſhall all the Kin- 
dreds of the Earth be bleſſed.— Gal. iii, 16. To * 
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and his Seed were the Promiſes made. He ſaith not, and 
to Szeds, as of many, but as of one, and to thy Seed 
which is Chriſt. —7obr v. 46, 47. Had ye believed 17o/es, 
ye would have believed me, for he wrote of me. But if 
ye believe not his Writings, how ſhould ye believe my 
Words ?—Luke xxiv. 44. Theſe ate the Words which 
I ſpake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 
Things muſt be fulfilled, which were written in the Law 
of Moſes, and in the. Prophets, and in the Pfalms con- 
cerning me. Then opened he their Underſtandings, that 
they might underſtand the Scriptures. 

* 1 Tim. ii. 5. For there is one Gob, and one Medi— 
ator between Gop and Man, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 

3 Vid. Art. II. N* 4, 5. | 

+ Feb. xi. 1317. Theſe all died in Faith, not hav- 
ing received the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, 
and were perſuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confeſſed that they were Strangers and Pilgrims on the 
Earth. For they that ſay ſuch Things, declare plainly 
that they ſeek a Country.—And truly, if they had been 
mindful of that Country, from whence they came out, 
they might have had Opportunity to have returned,— 
But now they deſire a better Country, that is, an hea- 
venly. Wherefore God is not aſhamed to be called their 
God: For he hath prepared for them a City. —Ver. 35, 
latter Part, Others were tortured, not accepting Deli— 
verance, that they might obtain a better ReſurreQion,* 

5 Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt 
bath made us free, and be not entangled again with the 
Yoke of Bondage. Col. ii. 16, 17. Let no Man judge 
you in Meat or in Drink, or in reſpe& of an holy Day, 
or of the new Moon, or of the Sabbath. Which are a 
Shadow of Things to come, but the Body is of Chriſt. 
Heb. vii. 12. For the Prieſthood being changed, there is 
made of Neceflity' a Change alſo of the Lax 

Rom. xiii. 1, &c. Let every. Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. Submit yourſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, whether it be to 
the King, as ſupreme, or unte Governors, as unto thoſe 
that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of evil Does, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well. 

| 


- 
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as, 

Rom. iii. 31. Do we then make void the Law through 
Faith? God forbid: Vea, we eſtabliſh the Law. 1 Cor, 
vii. 19. Circumciſion is nothing, nor Uncircumcifion is 
nothing, but keeping the Commandments of Gop. James 
ii 8,9. 10, 11. If ye fulfil the royal Law, "Corn to 
the Scriptures, thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf, 
ye do well. But if ye have Reſpect to Perſons, ye com- 
mit Sin, and are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors. 
For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend 
in one Point, he is guilty of all. For he that ſaid, do 
not commit Adultery; ſaid alſo, do not kill. Now, if 
thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art be- 
come a Tranſgtreſſor of the Law. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
Of the Three Creeds. 


HE three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanafſs- 

ss Creed, and that which is commonly called 
the Apoſtles Creed, ought thoroughly to be re- 
ceived and believed, for * they may be proved by 
molt certain Warrants of holy Scripture, 


The Scriptures which have been, or ſhall be made 
Uſe of in this Comment, to prove the Agreement of the 
Articles of Faith, as taught in the Church of England, 
with the unerring Dictates of holy Writ, are applicable 
equally to the three Creeds, as they and the Doctrines 
in the Thirty-nine Articles entirely accord with each 
other: | | 
For a fatisfaftory Account of the three Creeds, ſee 
Hater 's Ecel. Pol. Beck V. Sect. 42. 


ART I. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


Ok Oziginal, oz Birth Sin, 
Z RLGLIN AL Sin ſtandeth not in the follow. 


ing of Adam (as the Pelagians do vainly talk) 
but it is the * Fault and Corruption of the Nature 
of every Man, that naturally is engendered of the 
Offspring of Adam, whereby * Man is very far 
gone from original Righteouſneſs, and is of hig 
own Nature inclined to Evil, fo that. the * Fleſh 
luſteth always contrary to the Spirit; and there- 
fore, in 5 every Perſon born into this World, it 
deſerveth Gop's Wrath and Damnation. And this 
Infection of Nature doth remain, yea, in them 
that are regenerated, whereby the Luſt of the Fleſh, 
called in Greek $pwnues Tapxòg, which ſome do ex- 
pound the Wiſdom, ſome Senſuality, ſome the Af. 
fection, ſome the Deſire of the Fleſh, is not ſub- 
jet to the Law of Gop. And although 7 there 
is no Condemnation to them that believe and are 
baptized, yet the Apoſtle doth confeſs, that * Con- 
8 and Luſt hath of itſelf the Nature of 

in. —_ 


Neem. v. 14. Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, 
eyen over them that had not ſinned after the Similityde 
of Adam's Tranſgreſſion. | 

Job xxv. 4. How can he be clean that is born of 3 
Woman? Job xiv. 4. Who can bring a clean Thing 
out of an Unclean? not one. Pſ. li, 5. Behold, I was 
ſhapen in Wickedneſs, and in Sin did my Mother con- 
ceive me. Rom. v. 12. By one Man Sin entered into the 
World, and Death by Sin, and /o Death paſſed upon all 
Men, for that (ip' 9, in whom, Marg.) all have finned, 
Ver. 15. Through the Offence of one many are dead. 
16. The Judgment was by one to Condemnation, T6 
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By by one Man's Offence, Death reigned by one. 18. 
By the Offence of one, ſudgment came upon al! Men 
to Condemnation. 19. By one Man's Diſobedience 
many were made Sinners, 1 Cor, xv. 22. In Adam all 
die. John iii. 5. Verily verily I ſay unto thee, except 
a Man be born again of Water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the Kingdom of Gop. Ver. 8. That which 
is born of the Fleſh is Fleſh, and that which is born of 
the Spirit is Spirit. Rem. vii. 18. I know that in me, 
that is in my Fleſh, dwelleth no good Thing. | 

Gen. v. 3. Adam begat a Son in his own Likeneſs, 
after his Image.— Gen. vi. 5. Gop ſaw that the Wicked- 
neſs of Man was great in the Earth, and that every Ima- 
gination of the 'T houghts of his Heart was only Evil con- 
tinually. Gen. viii. 21. The Imagination of Man's Heart 
is Evil from his Youth, Fer. xvii. 9. The Heart is de- 
ceitful above al! Things, and deſperately wicked: Who 
can know it? Matt. xv. 18, 19. Thoſe Things which 
proceed out of the Mouth come forth 'from the Heart, 
and they defile the Man. For out of the Heart proceed 
evil Thoughts, Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, 
falſe Witneis, Blaſphemies. H/. xiv. 2, 3. The Lord 
looked down from Heaven upon the Children of Men, 
to ſee if there were any that did underſtand and ſeek Gop. 
They are all gone aſide, they are all together become 
filthy, there is none that doeth Good, no, not one. Vid. 
Pſ. liii. 2, &c. and Rom. iii. 10, &c. There is none 
righteous, no, not one. Ver. 19. We know that what 
Things ſoever the Law ſaith, it faith to them who are 
under the Law, that every Mouth may be ſtopped, and 
all the World become guilty before Gop. N 

+ The Fleſh luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit 
againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to the 
other: So that ye cannot do the Things that ye would, 
Gal. v. 17. | | 

5 Rom. vi. 23. The Wages of Sin is Death. Epb. ii. 
3. We are by Nature the Children of Wrath. | 

5 Rom. vii. 14, &c. For we know that the Law is ſpi- 
ritual: But I am carnal, ſold under Sin. For that which 
I do, I allow not; for what I would, that I do not; but 
what I hate, that do I, If then I do that which I would 
not, I conſent unto the Law that it is good. Now then, 
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it is no more I that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. 
For I know that in me, that is, in my Fleſh, dwelleth 
no good Thing: For to will is preſent with me; but 
how to perform that which is Good, I find not. For the 
'Good that I would, I do not; but the Evil which I 
would not, that I do. Now if I do that I would not, it 
is no more I that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. TI 
find then a Law, that when I would do Good, Evil is 
preſent with me. For I delight in the Law of God after 
the inward Man. But I ſee another Law in my Mem- 
bers, warring againſt the Law of my Mind, and bringing 
me into Captivity to the Law of Sin, which is in my 
Members, 5 5 

7 Mark xvi. 16, He that believeth and is baptized, 
ſhall be ſaved. Rom. viii. 1. There is therefore now no 
Condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus. John 
v. 24. Verily verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my 
Word, and believeth on Him that ſent me, hath ever- 
laſting Life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation ; but 
is paſſed from Death unto Life. 

® Rem. vii. 7. I had not known Sin but by the Law; 
for I had not known Luſt, except the Law had ſaid, thou 


% 


ſhalt not covet. + 


ARTI CL E X. 
Of Free Will, 


HE Condition of Man after the Fall of 

Adam, is ſuch, that he cannot turn and pre- 
pare himſelf, by * his own natural Strength and 
good Works, to Faith and calling upon God: 
Wherefore we * have no Power to de good Works, 
pleaſant and acceptable to God, without the Grace 
of God by Chriſt preventing us, that we may haye 
a good Will, and working with us when we have 
that good Wall, 


* Rom. 
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em, viti, 8. They that are in the Fleſh Cannot pleaſe 
Gon. 2 Cir. iit. 5. We aft not fufficietit of urſelves 
to think aty' thing, as of ourſelves, but our Sufficiency 
is of Gop. Jobi xv. 5. Without me ye can do nothing. 
Nn. v, 6. When we were yet without Strength, in due 
Time Chiiff' died for the Ungodly. | 
_ ® Eph. ii. 1. You Hath he quickeried who were dead 
in T eſaſſes and Sins, P/. cxliv. 1. Bleſſed be the Lord 
my Strength, which teacheth 2 rw to war, and n 
Fingers to fight. John vi. 44. No Man can come unto 
the, except the Father Which With ſent me draw him. 
Cart. i. 4. Draw me, we Will tun after thee. 1 Cor. 15 
14. The natural Man receiyeth not the Things of the 
Spirit of Go, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Phil. ii, 13. It is Gob which worketh in you, both to 
will and to do of his own good Pleaſute, 
ARTICLE XI. 

Of the Jukification of Man. 
E are accounted righteous before God only * 
for the Merit of our Lord- and Saviout 
Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, and not * for our own 
Works, or Deſervings. Wherefote, that we are 
_ juſtified by Faith only is a moſt wholſome Doc- 


trine, and very full of Comfort; as more largely 
is expreſt in the Homily of Juſtification. 


Rom. iii. 20, &c, Therefore by the Deeds of the Law 
there ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified in his Sight: For by the 
Law is the Knowledge of Sin. Bat now the Righteouſ- 
neſs of Gop without the Law is manifeſted, being wit- 
neſſed by the Law and the Prophets, even the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Gop which is by Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, unto 
all, and upon all them that believe, for there is no Dif- 
ference; for all have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of Gop; being juſtified freely by his Grace, through the 
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tion that is in Chriſt Jeſus: Whom Gop hath ſet forth 
to be a Propitiation through Faith in His Blood, to de- 
clare His Righteouſneſs for the Remiſhon of Sins that are 
paſt, through the Forbearance of God ; to declare, I ſay, 
at this Time His Righteguinets, bat He might be juſt, 
and the Juſt fier of Him which believerh in Jeſus. Rom, 
v. 1. Fherctore being juſtified bv ifaita, we have Peace 
with Gop through our Lord Jeſs Chriſt, 

* 2 Rom. ili. 27, 28. Where 1s boaſting chen? it is ex- 
cluded. By what Law? of Works? Nay: Bu by the Law 
of Faith. Theretore we conclude, that a Man is juſtified 
by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law. Epb. ii. 8, 
9. For by Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, and that 
not of yourſelves, it is the Gift of Gop: Not of Works, 
leſt any Man ſhould boaſt. | 


ARTICLE XII. 
Of Good Toꝛks. 


LBEIT that good * Works, which are the 

Fruits of Faith, and follow after Juſtifica- 
tion, * cannot put away our Sins, and endure the 
Severity of Gop's judgment; yet are they 3 pleaſing 
and acceptable unto Gop in Chriſt, and do! ſpring 
out neceſſarily of a true and lively Faith; inſomuch 
that by them a lively Faith may be as evidently 
known as a Tree diſcerned by the Fruit. 


: Eph. ii. 10. We are his Workmanſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, which Gop hath before 
ordained, that we thould walk in them. Tit. ii. 11, &c. 
The Grace of Gop which bringeth Salvation hath ap— 
peared unto all Men, teaching us that denying Ungodli- 
neſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live righ:teoufly, ſober- 
ly, and godly, in this preſent World; looking for that 
bleſſed Hope, and the glorious appearing of the great Gop 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave Himſelf for us, 
that He might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify 
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unto Himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 
Tit. iii, 8. Theſe Things I will that thou affirm conſtant- 
[| Iv, that they which have believed in GoD might be care- 

| ful to maintain good Works. James ii. 17, 18. Faith, 
| if it have not Works, is dead, being alone, Yea, a Man 
| may ſay, thou haſt Faith, and I have Works: Shew me 
| thy Faich without thy Works, and I will ſhew thee 
| my Faith by my Works. Gal. v. 6. In Chriſt Jeſus 
| neither Circumciſion availeth any Thing, nor Uncircum- 
ciſion, but Faith which worketh by Love. John xv. 8. 
Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much Fruit. 
. Ver. 16. Ye have not choſen me, but I have choſen you, 
| and ordained you, that ye ſhould go and bring forth Fruit, 
and that your Fruit ſhould remain, Col. i, 10. Being 
fruitful in every good Work. 

* Lute xvii. 10. When ye ſhall have done all thoſe 

Things which are commanded you, ſay, We are unpro- 
fitable Servanis: We have done that which was our Duty 
to do. P/. cxliii., 2. Enter not into Judgment with th 
Servant, © Lord, for in thy Sight ſhall no Man living be 
juſtified. 
: 3 Heb. Xiti. 16, 20, 21. To do Good and to commu- 
g nicate forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices Gop is well 
pleaied, Noe the Gon of Feace, &c. make you perfect 
| in every g02d Work, to do His Will, working in you 
that * is well-plcaling in His Sight, through Jeſus 
Chriſt. 

James ii. 17, 18. Vid. Note 1. Gal. v. 22. The 
Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 1 emperance, 
againſt ſuch there is no Law, 

* Matt, vii. 17. Every good Tree bringeth forth good 
Fruit. Fer, 20. Wherefore by their Fruits ye ſhall know 
them. 
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ARTICLE... 


Of Tloꝛzks befoze Juſtification, 
ORKS done before the Grace of Chriſt 


and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, are“ not 
plealant to Gop, foralmuch as they ſpring not of 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, * neither do they make Men 
meet to receive Grace, or (as the School-authors 
ſay) deſerve Grace of Congruity : Yea rather, for 
that they are not done as Gop has willed and 
commanded them to be done, we doubt not but 
+ they have the Nature of Sin. 


* Heb. xi. 6. Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 


Gop. Rom. viii. 8. They that are in the Fleſh cannot 
pleaſe Gov. 


Tit. iii. 5. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we 
have done, 2 according to His Mercy He ſaved us, b 


the Wathing of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


Col. iii. 17. Whatſoever ye do in Word or Deed, do 
all in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 1 Thanks to God 
and the Father by Him. 


4 Rom. Xiv. 22, Whatſoever is not of Faith | is Sin. 


ARTICLE: XIV. 
Ok TWozks of Supererogation. 


Oluntary Works beſides, over and above 
Gop's Commandments, which they call 
Works of Supererogation, cannor be taught withour 
Arrogancy and Impiety. For by them Men do 
decla e, that they do not only render unto Gop as 
much as they are bound to do, but that they do 
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more for his Sake, than of bounden Duty is re- 
quired : Whereas * Chriſt faith plainly, when ye 
have done all that are commanded to you, ſay, 
We are unprofitable Servants. 


* Matt. xv. 9. In vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
for D ctrines the Commandments of Men. Deut. iv. 2. 
* Luke xv. 9—10. Which of you having a Servant 
ploughing and feeding Cattle, will ſay unto Him by and 
by when he is come from the Field, Go and fit. down to 
Meat? and will not rather ſay unto him, Make ready 
wherewith | may ſup, and gird thyſelf and ſerve me, till 
I have eaten and drunken; and afterwards thou ſhalt eat 
and drink : Doth he thank that Servant, becauſe he did 
the Things that were commanded? I trow not. So like- 
wiſe ye, when ye ſhall have done all theſe Things which 
are commanded you, ſay, we are unprofitable Servants, 
we naye done that which was our Duty to do. 


ARTTCSE XY; 


Ok Chrift alone without Sin. 


BRIST, in the * Truth of our Nature, was 

made like unto us in all Things, Sin * only 
excepted, from which he was clearly void both in 
his Fleſh and in his Spirit. He came to be a 
3 Lamb without Spot, who, by the Sacrifice of Him- 
ſelt once made, ſhould take away the Sins of the 
World: And Sin (as St. John ſaith) was not in 
Him. But all we the reſt (although baptized and 
born again in Chriſt, yet) + offend in many Things; 
and * if we ſay we have no Sin, we deceive Ours 
ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. 


: Heb. ii. 14. As the Children are Partakers of Fleſh 


and Blood, he alſo himſelf likewiſe took Part of the ſame. 


Ver. 16, F or verily he took not on Him the Nature of 


Angels, 
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Angels, but He took on Him the Seed of Abraham. Ver. 
17. Wherefore in all Things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his Brethren. 

John xiv. 30. The Prince of this World cometh and 
hath nothing in me. 1 Pet. ii. 22. Who did no Sin, 
neither was Guile found in his Mouth. 1 John iii. 5. 
In Him is no Sin. 

John i. 29. Behold the Lamb of Gon, which taketh 
away the Sin of the World. I Pet. i. 18. Ve know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible Things, c. but 
with the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
Blemiſh and without Spot. Heb. ix. 14. How much 
more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who through the Eternal 
Spirit offered himſelf without Spot to Gop, purge your 
Conſcience from dead Works to ſerve the living Gop? 
Ver. 26. Now once in the End of the World hath he ap- 
peared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 

James iii. 2. In many Things we offend all. Ecal. 


vii, 20. There is not a juſt Man upon Earth that doeth 
Good and ſinneth not. 

5 1 John i. 8, If we ſay that we have no Sin, we de- 
ceive ourſelves, and the Truth is not in us.—/er. 10. I 
we ſay that we have not ſinned, we make Him a Lyar, 
and his Word is not in us. 


ANTI TL. E XVI. 


Df Sin after Baytiſm, 


| OT every deadly Sin, willingly committed 
after Baptiſm, is * Sin againſt the holy Ghoſt, 
and unpardonable. Wherefore the Grant of Re- 
pentance is not to be denied to ſuch as fall into 
Sin after Baptiſm. - * After we have received the 
holy Ghoſt, we may depart from Grace given, and 
fall into Sin, and * by the Grace of Gop (we may) 
ariſe again, and amend our Lives. And therefore 
they are to be condemned which ſay, they can no 
more Sin as long as they live here, or deny the 
Place of Forgiveneſs to ſuch as truly repent. 4 

1 Cor, 
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1 x Cor. v. 1. It is reported commonly that there is 
Fornication among you, and ſuch Fornication as is not 
ſo much as named amongſt the Gentiles, that one ſhould 
have his Father's Wife.—/er. 5. Deliver ſuch a one unto 
Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit 
may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 
&c. Sufficient to ſuch a Man is this Puniſhment, which 
was inflicted of many; fo that contrariwiſe ye ought ra- 
ther to forgive him, and confort him, left perhaps ſuch a 
one ſhould be ſwallowed up with over much Sorrow ; 
wherefore I beſeech you, that ye would confirm your 
Love towards him. | 

Matt. xvii. 16, 17. Simon Peter anſwered and faid, 
thou art the Chriſt the Son of the living Gop. And 
Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou, Si— 
 mon-Barjina, for Fleſh and Blood haih not revealed it 

unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven. Matt, 
XXvi. 35. Peter ſaid unto him, though I ſhould die with 
Thee, yet will I not deny Thee. Ver. 69. Peter ſat 
without in the. Palace, and a Damſel came unto him, 
ſaying, Thou alſo waſt with Jeſus of Galilee, Fer, 70. But 
he denied before them all, ſaying, I know not what thou 
ſayeſt. Ver. 72. And again he denied with an Oath, I 
do not know the Man. Ver. 74. Then began he to 
curſe and to ſwear, ſaying, I know not the Man; and 
immediately the Cock crew. Ver. 75. And Peter re- 
membered the Word of Jeſus, c. and he went out and 
wept bitterly. 2 Cor. xii. 21. Leſt when I come again, 
my Gop will humble me among you, and that I ſhall 
bewail many which have ſinned already, and have not 
repented of the Uncleanneſs, and Fornication, and Laſ- 
civiouſneſs, which they have committed, 

3 Gal. vi. 1. Brethren, if a Man be overtaken in a 
Fault, ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs, conſidering thyſelf leſt thou alſo be 
tempted. Rev. ii. 4, 5. Thou haſt left thy firſt Love. 
Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, 
and do the firſt Works, 
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A Tlerln 
Ok Predeſtination and Election. 


Nkedeſtination to Life is the everlaſting Pur- 
poſe of God, whereby (before the Founda- 

tions of the World were laid) he hath conſtantly 
decreed by his Counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver 
from Curſe and Damnation thoſe whom he hath 
* choſen in Chriſt out of Mankind, and to bring 
them by Chriſt to everlaſting Salvation, as Veſſels 
made to Honour. Wherefore they which be en- 
dued with ſo excellent a Benefit of God, be 3 called 
according to God's Purpole, by his Spirit working 
in due Seaſon: They through Grace + obey the 
Calling: They be 5 juſtified freely: They be“ 
made Sons of God by Adoption : They be made 7 
like the Image of his only-begotten Son Jeſus 
Chriſt : They * walk religiouſly in good Works, 
and at length, by God's Mercy, they ? attain to 
everlaſting Felicity. As the godly Conſideration 
of Predeſtination, and our Election in Chriſt, 1s 
10 full of ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable Com- 
fort to godly Perſons, and ſuch as feel in them- 
ſelves the ** Working of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
1 mortifying the Works of the Fleſh, and“ their 
earthly Members, and“ drawing up their Mind 
to high and heavenly Things, as well becauſe it 
doth “s greatly eſtabliſh and confirm their Faith of 
eternal Salvation, to be enjoyed through Chriſt, 
as becauſe it doth ** fervently kindle their Love 
towards God: So, for *7 curious and carnal Per- 
ſons, “s lacking the Spirit of Chriſt, to have con- 
tinually before their Eyes the Sentence of God's 
Predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous Downfal, 
29 where- 
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19 whereby the Devil doth thruſt them either into 
Deſperation, or into Wretchleſſneſs of unclean 
Living, no leſs perilous than Deſperation, ** Fur- 
thermore, we mult receive God's Promiſes in ſuch 
wife as they be generally ſet forth to us in holy 
Scripture. And in our Doings, that the Will 
of God is to be followed, which we have expreſly 
declared unto us in the Word of God. 


: 4h. i. 3, &c. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual 
Bleſſings in heavenly Places in Chriſt, according as He 
hath choſen us in Him before the Foundation of the 
World, that we {hould be holy, and without Blame be- 
fore him in Love; ; having predeſtinated us unto the Adop- 
tion of Children by Jeſus Chrift to himſelf, according to 
the good Pleaſure of his Will, to the Praiſe of the Glory 


of his Grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 


Beloved. Ver. II. In whom alſo we have obtained an 
Inheritance, being predeſtinated according to the Purpoſe 
of him, who worketh all Things after the Counſel of his 
ovn Will. 2 Tim. i. 9. Who hath ſaved and called us 
with an holy Calling, not according to our Works, but 
according to his own Purpoſe and Grace, which was given 
us in Chriſt Jeſus before the World began. 

2 E5h. i. 4. According as he hath choſen us in Him. 
ar“ xiii, 20, For his Ele&'s Sake, whom he hath cho- 
ſen. 2 Theſe ii. 13. Gop from the Beginning hath choſen 
you to Salvation, 1 Pct. ii, 9, Ye ate a choſen Genera- 
tion. As ix. 15. He is a choſen Veſſel unto me. Jehn 
XV. abs I have choſen you out of the World, Rom. ix. 

Che. Veſicls of Mercy which he had before prepared 
unto Giory. Ver. 21. Hath not the Potter Power over 
the Clay, of the fame Lump, to make one Veſſel unto 
Honour, and another to Diſhondour? 

3 Eph. i. 18. That ye may know what is the Hop e of 
his Calling. 2 Tim, i. 9. Who hath 241 us, and called 
us with an holy Calling. Hieb. iti. 1. Holy Brethren, 

Vartakers of the heavenly Calling. * viii. 30. Whom 
* did predeſtinate, them he allo called. 
Pſ 
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4 F,. cx. 3. Thy People ſhall be willing in the Day of 
thy Power. As xiii. 48. As many as were * ordained 
unto eternal Life believed. Rom. vi. 17. Ye have obeyed 
from the Heart that Form of Doctrine which was deli- 
vered you. 

Rom. iii. 24. Being juſtified freely by his Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. 
viii. 30. Whom he called, them he alſo juſtified. 

s Rom. viii. 16. The Spirit itſelf beareth Witneſs with 
our Spirit, that we are the Children of Gov. Gal. iv. 5. 
That we might receive the Adoption of Sons. Ver. 6. 
And becauſe ye are Sons, Gop hath ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your Hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Ver. 
7. Wherefore thou art no more a Servant, but a Son; 
and if a Son, then an Heir of God through Chriſt. 

7 Rom. viii. 29. Whom he did foreknow, he alſo did 
predeſtinate, to be conformed to the Image of his Son. 
I Cor. xv. 49. As we have borne the Image of the Earthy, 
we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the Heavenly. —C2/. iii., 
Io. Put on the new Man, which is renewed in Know- 
ledge after the Image of him that created him. | 

8 Eph. ii. 10. We are his Workmarſhip, created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, which God hath before 
ordained that we ſhould walk in them. | 

9 Matt. xxv. 34. Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation 
of the World. Rom. viii. 30. Whom he juſtified, them 
he alſo glorified, 1 Pet. i. 3, 4, 5. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which, according 
to his abundant Mercy, hath begotten us again unto a 
lively Hope, by the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt from the 
Dead, to an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Heaven for you, who 
are kept by the Power of God through Faith unto Salva- 
tion, ready to be revealed in the laſt Time. 

10 Rom. v. 11, We joy in Gop through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we have now received the Atone- 
ment. Pſ. xciv. 19. Thy Comforts delight my Soul. 
1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with Joy unſpeakable, and full of Glory, 
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1 Eph. iii. 21. According to the Power that worketh 
in us. 

1 Rom. viii. 13. If ye through the Spirit do mortify 
the Dreds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 

#3 Col. iii. 5. Mortity therefore your Members which 
are upon the Earth. 

1 Phil. iii. 20. Our Converſation is in Heaven. Col. 
iii. 1, 2. If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
Things which arc ab-ve, where Chriſt ſitteth at the Right- 
han! of Gop. Set your Affection on Things above, not 
on Phiogs on the E Arth. 

s 2 Tim. i. 12. I know whom 1 hare believed, and 1 
am nerſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him againſt that Day. Nom. viii. 31, &c. 
What {hall we then ſay to theſe Things? If God be for us, 
who can be againſt us! He that ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered Him vp for us all, how ſhall He not with 
Rim alſe, freely give us all T hings ? Who ſhall lay any 
Thi ng to the Charge of Gop's "Elea? It is Gop that 
Juitific th, who is he that condemneth? It is Chriſt that 
died, yea rather that is iifen again, who alſo maketh In- 
tercehon for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love 
of Chriſ f—L am perſuaded that neither Death nor Life, 
nor Angels nor P:incipalities, nor Powers, nor Things 
preſent, nor Things to come, nor Heighth nor Depth, 
nor any other Cicature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from 

the Love of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

15 1 John iv. 19. We love Him, becauſe he firſt loved 
us. 
7 Col. ii. 18. Intruding into thoſe Things which he 
hath not ſcan, vainly puffed up in his fleſhly Mind, 

'* Rom, viii. 9. If any Man have not the Spirit of 
Chriſt, he ie none of his. Jude 19. Theſe are ſenſual, 
noi having the Spirit. 

'9 2 Pet. iii. 14. Wherefore, Beloved, ſeeing that ye 
look for ſuch Thing, be diligent that-ye may be found 
of him in Peace, without Spot, and blameleſs. And ac- 
cout that the Long- ſuffering of our Lord is Salvation, 
even as our beloved Brother Paul a! ifo, according to the 
Wiſdom given unto him, bath written unto you. As 
alſo in all his Epiſtles, ſpeaking. in them of theſe Things, 
in which are ſome Things hard to be underſtood, which 

| they 
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they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt; as they do 
alſo the other Scriptures, to their own Deſtruction. 

29 Deut. xxix. 29. Secret Things belong unto the 
Lord our Gon, but thoſe Things that are revealed be- 
long unto us, and to our Children for ever. 1 Pet. ji, 6. 
Wherefore it is contained in Scripture (J. xxviii. 16.) 
Behold, I lay in Zion a chief Corner-ſtone, ele, pre- 
cious : And he that believeth on Him ſhall not be con- 
founded. John iii. 16. Gop fo loved the World, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth 
in Him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting Life. 
Hark xvi. 16. He that believeth, and is bantized, ſhall 
be ſaved. Rev. xxii. 17. The Spirit and the Bride ſay, 
Come: And let him that heareth, ſay, Come: And who- 
ſoever will, let him take the Water of Life freely, 
Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me all ye that labour, and are 
heaven laden, and I will give you Reſt. J. Iv. 1. Ho, 
every one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, and he 
that hath no Money, come ye, buy and eat, yea come, 
buy Wine and Milk, without Money and without Price. 
Ver. 2. Wherefore do ye ſpend your Money for that 
which is not Bread, and your Labour for that which 
ſatisfieth not? Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye 
that which is Good, and let your Soul delight itſelf in 
Fatneſs. Ver. 3. Incline your Ear unto me, hear, and 
your Soul ſhall live, and I will make an everlaſting Co- 
venant with you, even the ſure Mercies of David. Ver. 
6. Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. Ver. 7. Let the Wicked 
forſake his Way, and the unrighteous Man his Thoughts : 
And let him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
Mercy upon him, and to our Gop, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon. 

21 Mic. vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
Good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy Gop, 
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ARTICLE XVII. 


.. 


Of obtaining eternal Salvation only 
by the Name of Chriſt, 


HEY alſo are to be be had accurſed, that 

preſume to ſay, that every Man * ſhall be 
ſaved by the Law or Sect which he profeſſeth, fo 
that he be diligent to frame his Life according to 
that Law, and the Light of Nature. For holy 
Scripture doth ſet out unto us * only the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men mult be ſaved, 


* Rom. iii. 9, Both Jews and Gentiles are all under Sin, 
Ver. 22, 23. There is no Difference, all have ſinned, 
and come ſhort of the Glory of Gor. Ver. 20. By the 
Deeds of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified. Rom. v. 18. 
Judgment is come upon all Men to Condemnation, 

N 2 iv. 12. Neither is there Salvation in any ether, 
for there i none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men whereby we muſt be ſaved. 


ARTICLE HX. 


Ok the Church, 


H E viſible Church of Chriſt is a Congrega- 

tion of * faithful Men, in the which the * pure 
Word of God is preached, and 3 the Sacraments 
be duly miniſtred according to Chriſt's Ordinance, 
in all thoſe Things that of Neceſlity are requiſite 
to the ſame. 

As the Church of Hieruſalem, Alexandria, and 
Antioch, have erred, fo alſo the Church of Rome 
hath erred, not only in their Living and Manner of 
Ceremonies, but alſo in Matters of Faith, 


Epb. 
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: Eph. i. 1. To the Saints and Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus, 


Col. i. 2. To the Saints and faithful Brethren in Chriſt. 


2 Rom. x. 17. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 


by the Word of Gop. 


3 Afs viii. 12. When they believed Philip preaching 


the Things concerning the Kingdom of Gop, and the 


Name of jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized, both Men and 
Women. 1 Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye eat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he' 


come. Ads ii. 42. They continued ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
Bread, and in Prayers, 


Kren TT 


Of the Authozity of the Church, 


HE Church hath Power to decree * Rites or 

Ceremonies, and * Authority in Controver- 
ſies of Faith: And yet it is not lawful for the 
Church 3 to ordain any Thing that is contrary to 
God's Word written, neither may it ſo expound 
one Place in Scripture, that it be repugnant to 
another, Wherefore, although the Church be a 
Witneſs and a Keeper of Holy Writ, yet as it 
ought not to decree any Thing againſt the ſame, 


ſo + beſides the ſame ought it not to enforce any 


Thing to be believed for Neceſſity to Salvation. 


: 1 Cor, xiv. 40. Let all Things be done decently and 


in order. Tit. i. 5. For this Cauſe I left thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſet in Order the Things that are 


wanting. ; 
> Hels xv. 5. But there roſe up certain of the Se of 
the Phariſzes which believed, ſaying, that it was needful 
to circumciſe them, and to command them to keep the 
Law of 14;ſes. And the Apoſtles and Elders came to- 
gether for to conſider of this Matter. Ver. 22. Then 
_ pleaſed it the Apoſtles and Elders, with the whole Church, 


to 
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to ſend choſen Men of their own Company to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas :—And they wrote (Ver. 23.) 
Letters by them after this Manner: The Apoſtles, and 
Elders, and Brethren ſend greeting unto the Brethren 
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia. 
Ver. 24. Foraſmuch as we have heard that certain which 
went out from us have troubled you with Words, ſub- 
verting your Souls, ſaying, Ye muſt be circumciſed and 
keep the Law, to whom we gave no ſuch Commandment. 
Ver. 2.5. It ſeemed good unto us, being aſſembled, with 
one Accord, to ſend choſen Men unto you, with our be- 
loved Barnabas and Paul, &c. Ver. 28. For it ſeemed good 
to the Holy Ghoſt and to us, to Jay upon you no greater 
Burden than theſe neceſſary Things. Ver. 29. That ye ab- 
ſtain from Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and 
from Things ſtrangled, and from Fornication; from which 
if ye keep yourſelves, ye ſhall do well. Fare ye well. 

3 1 Pet. iv. 11. If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the 
Oracles of Gon. 

+ Gal. 1. 8, 9. Though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 
preach any other Goſpel unto you, than that which we 
have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. As we 
ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, if any Man preach any 
other Goſpel unto you, than that ye have received, let 
him be accurſed. Vid. Art. VI. Note 2, 


ARTICLE . 
Of the Autho:ity of General Councils. 


: Eneral Councils may not be gathered to- 
gether without the Commandment and Will 
of Princes; and when they be gathered together, 
(foraſmuch as they be an Aſſembly of Men, 
whereof all be not governed with the Spirit and 
Word of God) they may err, and ſometime have 
erred, even in Things pertaining unto God. Where- 
fore Things ordained by them as neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, have neither Strength nor Authority, un- 


leſs 
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leſs it may be declared that they are taken out of 
Holy Scriptures. 


" Rom, xiii. 1. Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher 
Powers. | | | 

* As all Men are fallible, a thouſand met together 
cannot amount to One infallible; and therefore the Truth 
of theſe Propoſitions is ſelf-evident, Vid. ſupra, Art. VI. 
Note 2. and Art, XX. Note 2, 4. a 


ARTICLE XXII. 


Ok Purgatoꝛp. 


1 Romiſh Doctrine concerning Purga- 
tory, * Pardons, Worſhipping, and Ado- 
ration, as well of Images, + as of Reliques, and 
the Invocation of 5 Saints, is a fond Thing, vainly 
invented, and grounded upon no Warranty of 


Scripture, but rather * repugnant to the Word of 
Go, | 


: Luke xxiii. 42. He ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember 
me when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. Ver. 43. And 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Verily I ſay unto thee, Te-day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. Heb. x. 14. By one Offer- 
ing he hath perfected for ever them that are ſanctified. 
I ln i. 7. The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all 
Sin. Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed are the Dead which die in 
the Lord, from henceforth: Vea, ſaith the Spirit, that 
they may reſt from their Labours; and their Works do 
follow them. | 

Dan. ix. 9, To the Lord our God belong Mercies 
and Forgiveneſſes, though we have rebelled againſt Him, 
PF. xlix. 7. None can by any Means redeem his Brother, 
nor give to God a Ranſom for him. 

3 Exod. xx. 4, 5. Thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf any 
graven Image, nor the Likeneſs of any Thing that is in 
Heaven above, or in the Earth beneath, or in the Wor 

under 
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under the Earth: Thou ſhalt not bow down thyſelf to 


them, nor ſerve them. : 
4 2 Kings xviii, 4. He removed the high Places, and 


brake the Images, and cut down the Groves, and brake 


in Pieces the brazen Serpent, which Moſes had made, 
for unto thoſe Days the Children of Jae did burn In- 
cenſe to it. | 

5 Afts x. 25, 26. As Peter was coming in, Cornelius 
met him and fell down at his Feet, and worſhipped him. 
But Peter took him up, ſaying, Stand up, I myſelf alſo 
am a Man. Ads xiv. 13. Then the Prieſt of Jupiter, 
which was before the City, brought Oxen and Garlands 
unto the Gates, and would have done Sacrifice with the 
People. Which when the Apoſtles, Barnabas and Paul, 
heard of, they rent their Clothes, and ran in among the 
People, crying out, and ſaying, Sirs, why do ye theſe 
Things? we alſo are Men of like Paſſions with you, &c. 
Rev. xix. 10. I fell at his Feet to worſhip him, and He 
ſaid unto me, ſee thou do it not, I am thy Fellow-Ser- 


vant: Worſhip Gop. 


s att. iv. 10. It is written, thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy Gop, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, | 


ARTICLE XXII. 
Of Miniſtring in the Tongregation. 


T is not lawful for any Man to take upon him 
the Oſhce of public Preaching, or Miniſtring 
the Sacraments in the Congregation, before he be 
t lawfully called and ſent to execute the ſame. And 
thoſe we ought to judge lawfully called and ſent, 
which be cholen and called to this Work by Men 
who have * public Authority given unto them in 


the Congregation, to call and ſend Miniſters into 


the Lord's Vineyard. 


Jer. xxili. 21. I have not ſent theſe Prophets, yet 


they ran: [ have not ſpoken to them, yet they propheſied. 
> Afs 
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Act xiii. 2. As they miniſter'd to the Lord, and 
faſted, the holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul, for the Work whereunto I have called them. And 
(Ver. 3.) when they had faſted and prayed, and laid their 
Hands on them, they ſent them away. 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
Neglect not the Gift that is in thee, which was given 
thee by Prophecy, witn the laying on of the Hands of 
the Preſbytery. 2 Tim. ii. 2. The Things that thou haſt 
heard of me among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit 
thou to faithful Men, who ſhall be able to teach others 
alſo. Tit. i. 5. For this Purpoſe I left Thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſet in Order the Things that are want- 


ing, and ordain Elders in every City as I had appointed 
thee, | 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


Of ſpeaking in the Congregation in 


ſuch a Tongue as the People under- 
ſtandeth. "* 


I T is a Thing plainly repugnant to the Word 
of Gop, and the Cuſtom of the primitive 
Church,, to have public Prayer in the Church, or 
to miniſter the Sacraments in a Tongue not under- 


ſtanded by the People. | 


* 1 Cor. xiv. 2, &c. He that ſpeaketh in an unknown 
Tongue, ſpeaketh not unto Men, but unto God : For 
no Man underſtandeth him ; howbeit, in the Spirit he 
ſpeaketh Myſteries. But he that: propheſieth, ſpeaketh 
unto Men to Edification, and Exhortation, and Comfort. 
He that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, edifieth him- 
ſelf; but he that propheſieth, edifieth the Church. 1 
would that ye all ſpake with Tongues, but rather that 
ye propheſied: For greater is he that propheſieth, than 
he that ſpeaketh with Tongues, except he interpret, that 
the Church may receive edifying. Now, Brethren, if J 
come unto you, ſpeaking with Tongues, what ſhall I 
profit you, except I ſpeak to * either by Revelation, or 


by 
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by Knowledge, or by Propheſying, or by Doctrine! 
And even Things without Life giving Sound, whether 
Pipe ot Harp, except they give a Diſtinction in the Sounds, 
how ſhall it be known what is piped or harped? For if 
the Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, who ſhall prepare 
himſelf to Battle? So likewiſe ye, except ye utter by the 
Tongue Words eaſy to be underſtood, how ſhall it be 


| known what is ſpoken ? For ye ſhall ſpeak into the Air. 


There are, it may be, ſo many Kinds of Voices in the 


World, and none of them is without Signification. 
. Therefore, if I know not the Meaning of. the Voice, I 


{hall be unto him that ſpeaketh a Barbarian, and he that 


- ſpeaketh {hall be a Barbarian unto me, Even ſo ye, for- 


aſmuch as ye are zealous of ſpiritual Gifts, ſeek that ye 
may excel to the edifying of the Church. Wherefore, 
let him that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, pray that 
he may interpret. For if I pray in an unknown Tongue, 
my Spirit prayeth, but my Underſtanding is unfruitful, 
What is it then? I will pray with the Spirit, I will pray 
with the Underſtanding alſo : I will ſing with the Spirit, 
I will ſing with the Underſtanding alſo. Elſe when thou 
ſhall bleſs with the Spirit, how ſhall he that occupieth 
the Room of the Unlearned, ſay Amen at thy giving 
of Thanks, ſeeing he underſtandeth not what thou 


ſayeſt? For thou verily giveſt Thanks well, but the other 


1: not edified. I thank my God, I ſpeak with Tongues 
more than you all: Yet in the Church I had rather ſpeak 
five Words with my Underſtanding, that by my Voice I 


might teach others alſo, than ten thouſand Words in an 
unknown Tongue. 


ARTICLE-.XXVY. 
Df the Sacraments, 


Acraments ordained of Chriſt, be not only 
Badges or Tokens of Chriſtian Men's Pro- 
feſſion; but rather they be certain * ſure Wit- 
neſſes, and effectual Signs of Grace and God's 
gocd Will towards us, by the which he doth work 
| inviſibly 
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inviſibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but 
alſo ſtrengthen and confirm our Faith in him- 
There are two Sacraments ordained of Chriſt our 
Lord in the Goſpel, that is to ſay, * Baptiſm, and 
the + Supper of the Lord, Thoſe five commonly 
called Sacraments, that is to ſay, Confirmation, 
Penance, Orders, Matrimony, and extreme Unc- 
tion, are not to be counted Sacraments of the Goſ- 
pel, being ſuch as have grown, partly of the cor- 
rupt following of the Apoſtles, partly ate States 
of Life allowed by the Scriptures : But yet have 
not like Nature of Sacraments with Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper, for that they have not any 
viſible Sign or Ceremony ordained of God. The 
Sacraments were not of Chriſt to be gazed upon, 
or be carried about, but that we ſhould 5 duly uſe 
them. And in ſuch only as worthily teceive the 
ſame, they have a wholſome Effect or Operation: 
But they that receive them unworthily, purchaſe 
to themſelves Damnation, as St. Paul ſaith. 


* Afts ii. 41, 42. Then they that gladly received his 
Word were baptized, and the ſame Day there were added 
unto them about three thouſand Souls. And they con- 
tinued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, 
and in breaking of Bread, &e. PE 25 

> 1 Pet. iii. 20, 21. The Long · ſuffering of God waiftd 
in the Days of Neah, while the Ark was preparing; 
wherein few, that is, eight Souls. were ſaved by Water; 
the like Figure whereunto even Baptiſm doth alſo now 
ſave us (not the putting away of the Filth of the Fleſh, 
bat the Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God) by 
the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cyr, x. 16. The 
Cup of Bleſſing, which we bleſs, is it not the Commu- 
mon of the Blood of Chriſt? The Bread which we break, 
is it not the Communion of the Body of Chrift? | 

3 Matt. xxviii. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all Na- 
pions, baptizing them, Oc. | | 
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4 1 Cor. xi. 23. The Lord Jeſus, the fame Night in 
which he was betrayed, took Bread. Ver. 24. And when 
he had given Thanks, he brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat, 
this is my Body which is broken for you; this do in Re · 
membrance of me. Ver. 25. After the ſame Manner 
alſo he took the Cup, when he had ſupped, ſaying, This 
Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, this do ye, as 
oft as ye drink it, in Remembrance of me. Ver. 26. For 
as often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do 
ſhew the Lord's Death till he come. 

s Ads viii. 13. Then Simon himſelf believed alſo; and 
when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and 
wondered, beholding the Miracles and Signs which were 
done. Ver. 18. And when Simon ſaw that through lay ing 
on of the Apoſtle's Hands, the holy Ghoſt was given, 
he offered them Money. Ver. 19. Saying, give me alſo 
this Power, that on whomſoever I lay Hands, he may 
receive the holy Ghoſt. Ver. 20. But Peter ſaid unto 
him, thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt 
thought that the Gift of God may be purchaſed with 
Money. Ver. 21. Thou haft neither Part nor Lot in 
this Matter: For thy Heart is not right in the Sight of 
God. 1 Cor. xi. 27. Whoſoever ſhall eat this Yrind, 
and drink this Cup unworthily, ſhall be guilty of the 
Body and Blood of the Lord. Ver. 28. But let a Man 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread and 
drink of that Cup. Ver. 29. For he that eateth and 
drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to 
himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's Body. 


ARTICLE XXL. 


Of the Anwoꝛthinets of the Miniſters, 
which hinders not the Effet of the 
Sacraments, 


Lthough in the viſible Church the * Evil be 

ever mingled with the Good, and ſometime 

the Evil have chief Authority in the Miniſtration 
of the Word and Sacraments; yet foraſmuch Ai 
tney - 
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they do not the ſame in their own Name, but in 
Chriſt's, and do Miniſter by his Commiſſion and 
Authority, we may uſe their Miniſtry, both in 
hearing the Word of God, apd in receiving of the 
Sacraments ; neither is the * Effect of Chriſt's Or- 
dinance taken away by their Wickedneſs, nor the 
Grace of God's Gifts diminiſhed from ſach, as by 
Faith rightly do receive the Sacraments mini- 
ſtred unto them, which be effectual, becauſe of 
Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, although they be 
miniſtred by evil Men. Nevertheleſs it apper- 
taineth to the Diſcipline of the Church, that In- 
quiry be made of evil Miniſters, and that they be 
accuſed by thoſe that have Knowledge of their 
Offences 3 and finally being found guilty, by juſt 
Judgment be depoſedc. nd 


John vi. 70. Jefus anfwered them, Have not I choſen 
= twelve, and one of you is a Devil. Mart. xiii. 47. 

he Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Net, which was 
caſt into the Sea, and gathered of every Kind. Ver. 48. 
Which, when it was full, they drew to Shore, and fat 
down, and gathered the good into Veſſels, but caſt the 
bad away. Ver. 49. So ſhall it be at the End of the 


World; the Angels ſhall come forth, and fever the 


Wicked from among the Juft. : 

> Matt. xxiii. 2, 3. The Scribes and Phariſees ſit in 
Moſes Seat. All therefore, whatſoever they bid you ob- 
ſerve, that obſerve and do; but do not ye after their 
Works, for they ſay, and do not, | 


Matt. vii. 22. Many will ſay to me in that Day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not propheſied in thy Name? and 
in thy Name have caſt out Devils? and in thy Name 
done many wonderful Works? Ver. 23. And then will 
I profeſs unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, 
ye that work Iniquity. 
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ARTICLE XXVII. 


Of Baptiſm, 


APTISM is not only a * Sign of Profeſſion, 

and Mark of Difference, whereby Chriſtian 
Men are diſcerned from others that be not chriſten- 
ed; but it is alſo a * Sign of Regeneration, or New 
Birth; * whereby, as by an Inſtrument, they that 
receive Baptiſm rightly, are grafted into the Church: 
The + Promiſes of the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and of 
our Adoption to be Sons of God by the holy Ghoſt, 


are! viſibly ſigned and ſealed, 5 Faith is confirmed, 


and © Grace increaſed, by Virtue of Prayer unto 
God. The 7 Baptiſm of young Children is in any 
wiſe to be retained in the Church, as moſt agree- 
able with the Inſtitution of Chriſt. | 


* Afs ii. 41. Ante Art. XXI. Note r. 

* Fobn iii. 5. Jeſus anſwered, Verily verily I fay unto 
thee, except a Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Goo. 

3 As viii. 12. When they believed Philip preaching. 
the Things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized, both Men 
and Women, 1 Cor. xii. 12. For as the Body is one, 
and hath many Members, and all the Members of that 
one Body being many, are one Body; ſo alſo is Chriſt. 
Ver. 13. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
Body, &c. 

* AAs ii. 38. Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent, and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhal} receive 


the Gift of the holy Ghoſt. As xxii. 16. Ariſe, and 


be baptized, and waſh away thy Sins, calling upon the 
Name of the Lord. 


At 
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„ As ii. 41, 42. Then they that gladly received his 
Word were baptizec, and they continued ſtedfaſtly in the 
Apoſtles. Doctrine, &c, 

Col. i. 9, 10. For this Cauſe we alſo, do not ceaſe 
to pray for you, and to deſire that ye might be filled with 
the Knowledge of his Will in all Wiſdom and fpiritual 
Underſtanding, that ye might walk worthy of the Lord 
unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good Work, 
and increaſing in the Knowledge of God. Luke xvii. 5. 
And the Apoſiles ſaid unto the Lord, Increaſe our Faith, 
Luke xi. 13. If ye then, being evil, know how to give 
good Gifts unto your Children; how much more ſhall 
your heavenly Father give the holy Spirit to them that 
aſk him. 

7 Gen, xvii. 9. God ſaid unto Abraham, Thou ſhalt 
keep my Covenant therefore, thou and thy Seed after thee 
in their Generations. Ver. 12. He that is eight Days 
old ſhall be circumciſed, &c. Mark x. 13. And they 
brought young Children to him, that he ſhould touch 
them, and his Diſciples rebuked thole that brought them. 
Ver. 14, But when Jeſus ſaw it, he was much diſpleaſed, 
and ſaid unto them, Suffer the little Children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the King- 
dom of Gop. Ver. 15. Verily I ſay unto you, whoſo- 
ever ſhall not receive the Kingdom of God as a little 
Child, he ſhall not enter therein. Ver. 16. And he took 
them up in his Arms, put his Hands upon them, and 
bleſſed them. As ii. 38, 39. Be baptized every one of 
you, &c. for the Promiſe is unto you and your Children, 
Sc. 1 Cor. vii. 14. The unbelieving Huſband is ſanc- 
tified by the Wife, and the unbelieving Wife is ſanctified 
by the Huſband, elſe were your Children unclean, but 
now are they holy, TY 


ANTI. 


[ 40 ] 


ARTICLE XXVII. 


Of the Loꝛd's Supper, 


\H E Supper of the Lord is not only a * Sign 
of the Love that Chriſtians ought to have 
among themſelves one to another; but rather it is 
a * Sacrament of our Redemption by Chriſt's Death, 
inſomuch that to ſuch as ohtly, worthily, and 
with Faith, receive the fame, the Bread which we 
break, is a * partaking of the 1 of Chriſt; and 
N the Cup of Bleſſing, is a 3 partaking of the 
Blood of Chriſt. Tranſubſtantiation (or the 
Change of the Subſtance of Bread and Wine) in 
the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by holy 
Writ, but is repugnant to the + plain Words of 
Scripture, overthroweth the Nature of a Sacra- 
ment, and hath given Occaſion to many Superſti- 
tions. The Body of Chriſt is given, taken, and 
eaten, in the Supper only 5 after an heavenly and 
ſpiritual Manner. And © the Mean whereby the 
Body of Chriſt is received and eaten in the Supper, 

is Faith. — The Sacrament of the Lord's s Supper 
was not by Chriſt's Ordinance ! reſerved, carried 


about, lifted up, or worſhipped. 


" 1 John iii. 23. And this is His Commandment, that 
we ſhould believe on the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
and love one another, as he gave us Commandment. | 1 
 Fohn iv. 11. Beloved, if God fo loved us, we ought alſo 

to love one another. 1 Cor. x. 17. For we being many 
are one Bread, and one Body, for we are all Partakers of 
that one Bread. . | 

* Matt. xxvi. 26, &c. As they were eating, Jeſus took 
Bread, and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it to the 


Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, nt, this is my Body: And he 
6 | took 
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took the Cup, and gave Thanks, and gave it to them, 
ſaying, Drink ye all of it: For this is my Blood of the 
New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins. Lutte xxii. 19, 20. And he took Bread, 
and gave Thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, 
ſaying, This is my Body, which is given for you; this 
do in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe alſo the Cup after 
Supper, ſaying, This Cup is the New Teſtament in my 
Blood, which is ſhed for you. | 

3 1 Cor. x. 16. The Cup of Bleſſing which we bleſs, 
is it not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? The 
Bread which we break, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt? 

* Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he come. 

John vi. 47. Verily I fay unto yuu, he that believeth 
on me hath everlaſting Life. Ver. 48. JI am that Bread 
of Life. Ver. 49. Your Fathers did eat Manna in the 
Wilderneſs and are dead. Ver. 50 This is the Bread 
which cometh down from Heaven, that a Man may cat 
thereof and not die. Yer. 51. J am the living Bread, 
which came down from Heaven; if any Man eat of this 
Bread, he hall live for ever: And the Bread which I 
give is my Fleſh, which I will give for the Life of the 
World. Ver. 53. Vetily verily 1 ſay unto you. except 
ye eat the Fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, 
ye have no Life in you. Ver. 54. Whoſo eateth my 
Fleſh; and drinketh my Blood, hath eternal Life, and I 
will raiſe him up at the laſt Day. Yer. 55. For my Fleſh 
is Meat indeed, and my Blood is Drink indeed. e 56, 
He that eateth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, dwcll- 
eth in me, and I in him, Ver. 57. As the living Father 
| hath ſent me, and I live by the Father, fo he that eateth 
me ſhall live by me. Ver. 58. This is that Bread which 
came down from Heaven: Not as your Fathers did eat 
Manna, and are dead. He that eateth of this Bread, 
ſhall live for ever. Ver. 59. "Theſe Things ſaid He, as 
ne taught in the Synagogue at Capernaum. Ver. bo. Many 
therefore of his Diſciples, when they heard this, laid, 
This is an hard Saying, who can bear it? Ver. 61. When 
Jeſus knew in himſelf that his Diſciples murmured at it, 


he ſaid unto them, Doth this offead you? Ver. 63. It is 
G "he 
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the Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing 


The Words that I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and 
they are Life. | ; 


* Zehn vi. 35. Jeſus ſaid unto them, I am the Bread of 
Life : He that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he 
that believeth on me ſhall never thirſt. 

7 Matt. xxvi. 26, 27. Supra, Note 2. 


ARTIC,LE MIX. 


Of the Wicked which eat not the Body 
of Chriſt in the Uſe of the Loꝛd's 
Supper. 


HE Wicked, and ſuch as be void of a 

1 lively Faith, although they do carnally and 
viſibly preſs with their Teeth (as St. Auguſtine 
faith) the Sacrament of the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt; yet in no wiſe are they Partakers of Chriſt, 
but rather to their Condemnation do eat and drink 
the Sign or Sacrament of ſo great a Thing. 


: 70.1 xili. 26. When he had dipped the Sop, he 


gave it to Zadas Iſcariot, the Son of Simon. Ver. 27. And | 


after the Sop, Satan entered into Him. 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and 


drinketh Damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the Lord's 
Body. 


ARTICTE: XX. 


Ok both Kinds. 


NH E Cup of the Lord is not to be denied to 
Lay People: For both the Parts of the 
Lord's Sacrament, by Chriſt's Ordinance and Com- 
mandment, ought to be miniſtred to all Chriſtian 

Men alike. 
| Vid, 


% 
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Vid. Ante, Art. XXVIII. Note 2. and Note 4. 
Mark xiv. 23. And He took the Cup, and when He 


had given Thanks, He gave it to them, and they al/drank 
of it. 1 Cor. xi. 26. 


Nn t. 


Ok the one Oblation of Chrift ſiniched 
upon the Crocs. 


HE Offering of Chriſt once made, is that 
perfect Redemption, Propitiation, and 
Satisfaction for all the Sins of the whole World, 
both Original and Actual: And there is none 
other Satisfaction for Sin but that alone, Where- 
fore the Sacrifices of Maſſes, in the which it was 
commonly ſaid, that the Prieſt 4 did offer Chriſt 
for the Quick and the Dead, to have Remiſſion of 
Pain or Guilt, were blaſphemous Fables, and dan- 
gerous Decelts, | 


* Heb. ix. 26. Once in the End of the World hath 
he appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
* Jobn i. 29. The next Day John ſeeth Jeſus coming 
unto him; and faith, Behold the Lamb of Gop that taketh 
away the Sin of the World. 1 John ii. 1, 2. If any 
Man fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous: And he is the Propitiation for our 
Sins; and not for our Sins only, but allo for the Sins of 
the whole World. 5 
3 Heb. x. 14. By one Offering he hath for ever per- 
fected them that are ſanctified. Ver. 26. T here re- 
maineth no more Sacrifice for Sins. Heb. x. 10. We are 
ſanctified through the Offering of the Body of Jeſus 
Chriſt once for all. | 
+ Heb. ix. 25, 26, Nor yet that he ſhould offer him- 
ſelf often; as the High Prieſt entereth into the hol 
Place every Year with Blood of others: For then he 
muſt often have ſuffered fince the Foundation of the 
G 2 World: 


e 


[ 44 ] 


World : But now once in the End of the World he hath 
appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 


ARTICLE XXXIL 


Of the Marriage of Prieſts. 


ISHOPS, Prieſts, and Deacons, are not 

| commanded by God's Law, either to vow 
the Litate of ſingle Lite, or to abſtain from Mar- 
riage : J herefore it is lawful for them, as for all 
other Chriſtian Men, to marry at their own Diſ- 


cretion, as they ſhall Judge the fame to ſerve better 
to Godlineſs. 


Heb. xiii. 4. Marriage is honourable in all. 1 Cor. 
ix, 5. Have we not Power to lead about a Siſter, a Wife, 
as well as other Apoſtles, and as the Brethren of the 
Lord, and Cephas? — 1 Tim. iii. 2. A Biſhop muſt be blame- 
z leſs, the Huſband of one Wife. Ver. 4. One that ruleth 
| well his own Houſe, having his Children in Subjection 
with all Gravity, 1 Tim. iii. 10, 11, 12. Let them uſe 
the Office of a Deacon, being found bleamelebs. Even ſo 
muſt troir Wives be grave, "&c. Let the Deacons be 
the Huſband of one Wife, ruling their Children and their 
own Houſes well. 


ARTICLE XXXIII. 


Ok excommunicate Perſons, How they 
are to be avoided, | 


HAT Perſon, which by * open Denunciation 
of the Church, is rightly cut off from the 
Unity of the Church, and excommunicated, ought 
to be taken, of the whole Multitude of the Faith- 
ful; as an * Heathen aud Publican, until he be 


openly 


* 
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openly 3 reconciled by Penance, and received int 


the Church by a Judge that hath Authority there- 
unto, 


1 Cor. v. 4, 5. In the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
when ye are gathered together, and my Spirit, with the 
Power of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To deliver ſuch an one 
unto Satan for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the 
Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. 

> Mat. xviii. 17. If he ſhali neglect to hear them, tell 
it unto the Church ; but if he neglect to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as an Heathen and a Publican. 


3 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7, 8. Sufficient to ſuch a Man is this 
Puniſhment, which was inflicted of many. So that con- 
trariwiſe ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 
him, left perhaps fuch a one ſhould be ſwallowed up with 
overmuch Sorrow. Wherefore I beſeech you, that ye 
would confirm. your Love towards him.— 


wa _ ARTICLE XXXIV. 
Ok the Traditions of the Church. 


T is not neceſſary that Traditions and Ceremo- 
nies be in all Places one, or utterly like ; for 
at all Times they have been divers, and may be 
changed according to the Diverſity of Countries, 
Times, Mens Manners, ſo that nothing be ordain- 
ed againſt God's Word. Whoſoever, through 
his private Jndgment, willingly and purpoſely doth 
openly break the Traditions and Ceremonies of the 
Church, which be not repugnant to the Word of 
God, and be ordained and approved of common 
Authority, * ought to be rebuked openly, (that 
other may fear to do the like) as he that offendeth 
againſt the common Order of the Church, and 
4 hurteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, and 
5 woundeth the Conſciences of weak Brethren. — 


Every 
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Every particular or national Church hath Autho- 
rity to ordain, change, and aboliſh Ceremonies or 
Rites of the Church, ordained. only by Man's 
Authority, ſo * that all Things be done to 
editying. 


z Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have rule over you, 
and ſubmit yourſelves. 

1 Tim. v. 20. Them that Sin, rebuke before all, that 
others alſo may fear. 1 The}, v. 14. Warn them that 
are unruly, Marg. Diſorderly. | | 

Col. ii. 5. For though I be abſent in the Fleſh, yet 
am I with you in the Spirit, joying and beholding your 
Order. 2 The iii. 6. Now we command you, Brethren, 
in the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye withdraw 
yourſelves ſrom every Brother which walketh diſorderly, 


and not after the Tradition which ye received of us, 


+ 1 Pet. ii. 13. Submit yourſelves to every Ordinance 
of Man for the Lord's Sake, Sc. 

5 1 Cor. viii. 12. When ye fin ſo againſt the Brethren, 
and wound their weak Conſciences, ye fin againſt Chriſt. 

Nam. xiv. 19. Let us therefore follow after the Things 


which make for Peace, and Things wherewith one may 
edify another. 


ARTICLE XXXV. 


Of Homilies, 


HE ſecond Book of Homilies, the ſeveral 
Titles whereof we have joined under this 
Article, * doth contain a godly and wholſome 
Doctrine, and neceſſary for theſe Times, * as doth 
the former Book of Homilies, which were ſet forth 
In the Time of Edward the Sixth; and: therefore 
ve judge them to be read in Churches by the 
Miniſters, diligently and diſtinctly, that they may 
be underſtanded of the People. 


Of 
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Of the Names of the Homilies : 


Of the right Uſe of the Church. 
Againſt Peril of Idolatry. 
Ot repairing and keeping clean of Churches. 
Of good Works, firſt of Faſting. 
Againſt Gluttony and Drunkennelſs. 
Againſt Exceſs of Apparel. 
. Of Prayer. 
Of the Place and Time of Prayer. 
That common Prayers and Sacraments ought 
to be miniſtred in a known Tongue. 
10. Of the reverent Eſtimation of God's Word. 
11. Of Alms-doing. 
12. Of the Nativity of Chriſt, 
13. Of the Paſſion of Chriſt, 
14. Of the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
15. Of the worthy Receiving of the Sacrament 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
16, Of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. 
17. For the Rogation Days. 
18. Of the State of Matrimony, 
19. Of Repentance. 
20. Againſt Idleneſs. 
21. Againſt Rebellion. 


N 


This is a Matter of Fact, obvious to all who read 
the Homilies, and compare the Doctrines therein laid 
down with the Doctrines of the Holy Scriptures. 

It is ſurely as lawful to read Homilies or Sermons, 
which were compoſed and ſet forth by public Authority, 
as thoſe which are compoſed and ſet forth by private Mi- 
niſters; the Lawfulneſs, as well. as the Expediency of 
either, muſt wholly depend on their Agreement with, and 
right Interpretation of, the Word of Gop, 


ART I- 
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ARTICLE XXXVI. 


Ok Conſecration of Bilhops and Þi- 
niſters. 


H E Book of Conſecration of Archbiſhops, 

and Biſhops, and ordering of Prieſts and 
Deacons lately ſet forth in the Time of Edward the 
Sixth, and confirmed at the ſame Time by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, doth contain all Things ne- 
ceſſary to ſuch Conſecration and Ordering; neither 
hath it any Thing that of itſelf is ſuperſtitious and 
ungodly. And therefore whoſoever are conſecrated 
or ordered according to the Rites of that Book, 
ſince the ſecond Year of the forenamed King Ed. 
ward, unto this Time, or hereafter ſhall be con- 
ſecrated or ordered according to the ſame Rites, we 
decree all ſuch to be rightly, orderly, and lawtully 
conlecrated and ordered. 


Three Things ſeem neceſſarily to concur in the right 
ordering of Miniſters. Firſt, That they be called or 
moved inwardly of GoD to take upon them the Office. 
Heb. v. 4. No Man taketh this Honour to himſelf but 
he that is called of Gop, as was Aaron, See Art. XXIII. 
Note 1. 

Secondly, That they be outwardly called and ſent forth 
by Men having Authority thereunto. See Art, XXIII. 
Note 2. 

Thirdly, That they be publicly ordained by Prayer and 
Impoſition of Hands. Als vi. 6. Mhbom they ſet before 
the Apeſiles, and when they had prayed they laid Hh Hands 
en them. See Art. XXIII. Note 2 | 

As the Buok referred to in this Article proceeds on 
this ſcriptural Plan, fo the Concluſion, that“ whoſoever 
are conſecrated and ordered according to the fame are 
6 rightly ordered,” is certainly true. 


ART I 
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ARTICLE XXXVII. 


Of the Civil Magiſtrates, 


ip HE Queen's Majeſty hath the chief FC r 
in this Realm of England. and other he: 
Dominions, unto whom the chiet Government of 
all Eſtates of this Realm, whether they be Eccle- 
ſiaſtical or Civil, in all Cauſes doth appertzin, and 
is not, nor ought to be, ſubject ro any foreign Ju- 
riſdiction. Whereas we attribute to the Quee 's 
Majeſty the chief Government, by which Titles 
we underſtand the Minds of ſome ſlanderous Folks 
to be offended. We give not to our Priuces the 
Miniſtring either of Gop's Word, or of the Sa- 
craments, the which Thing the Injunctions alſo 
lately ſet forth by Elizabeth our Queen, do moſt 
plainly teſtify : But that only Prerogative which 
we ſee to have been given always to all godly 
Princes in holy Scriptures by God himfelf ; that 
is, * that they ſhould rule all Eſtates and Degrees 
committed to their Charge by God, whether they 
be eccleſiaſtical or temporal, and reſtrain with the 
civil Sword the Stubborn and Evil-Doers. The 
Biſhop of Rome hath no Juriſdiction in this Realm 
of England. The Laws of the Realm may puniſh 
Chriſtian Men with Death for heinous and grievous 
Offences. _ It is lawful for Chriſtian me at the 
Commandment of the Magiſtrate, to wear Wea- 
pons, and ſerve in the Wars. 


r 1 Pet. ii. 13. Submit yourſelves— to the King as 

- fupreme. | 
2.2 Kings xii. 4, &c. And Jeboaſb (the King) ſaid to 
the Prieſts, All the Money 0 the dedicated J hings that 
" | l 4 13 
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is brought into the Houſe of the Lord, Cc. let the 
Prieſts take it to them, every Man of his Acquaintance, 
and let them repair the Breaches of the Houſe, &c. Then 
King Jeboaſb called for Fehoida the Prieſt, and the other 
Prieſts, and faid unto them, Why repair ye not the 
Breaches of the Houſe? Now therefore receive no more 
Money of your Acquaintance, but deliver it for the 
Breaches of the Houſe, 2 Kings xx. 3. And it came to 
paſs in the eighteenth Year of King Jeſiab, that the King 
ſent Shaphan, the Son of Azaliab, the Son of Meſbullam 
the Scribe, to the Houſe of the Lord, ſaying, Ver. 4. 
Go up to Hiltiab the High Prieſt, that he may ſum the 
Silver which is in the Houſe of the Lord, which the 
Keepers of the Door have gathered of the People. Yer. 
5. And let them deliver it into the Hands of the Doers 
of the Work, c. 1 Kings ti. 26, 27. And unto Abia- 
thar the Prieſt ſaid the King, Get thee to Anathotb unto 
thine own Fields, for thou art worthy of Death: But I 
will not at this Time put thee to Death, becauſe thou 
beareſt the Ark of the Lord Gop, before David my Fa- 
ther, and becauſe thou haſt been afflicted in all wherein 
my Father was afflited. So Solomon thruſt out Abiathar 
from being Prieſt unto the Lord. 2 Chron, xxxi. 2. He- 
zektah appointed the Courſes of the Prieſts, and Levites 
after their Courſes, every Man according to his Service, 
Oc. 

3 As the pretended Juriſdiction of the Pope over this 
Realm hath no Foundation in Scripture, ſo it hath been 
Jultly renounced and baniſhed by many Kings and Par- 
liaments. 1 
Kom. xili. 4. He is the Miniſter of Gon to thee for 
Good : But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the Sword in vain, fer he is the Miniſter 
of Gop, a Revenger to execute Wrath upon him that 
doeth Evil. See alſo 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 

5 Luke iii. 14. The Soldiers [likewiſe demanded of 
Him, ſaying, And what ſhall we do? And he ſaid unto 


them, Do Violence to no Man, neither accuſe any 


falſely, and be content with your Wages. As x. I. 
There was a certain Man in Cz/area called Cornelius, a 
Centurion of the Band called the Italian Band, a devout 


Man, and one that feared Gop, with all his Houſe, &c. 


ART I- 
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ARTICLE . XXXVIII. 


Of Chriſtian Men's Goods which are 
ts. 1 not common, = 


HE Riches and Goods of Chriſtians are not 
common, as touching the Right, Title, 
and Poſſeſſion of the ſame, as certain Anabaptiſts 
do falſely boaſt. Notwithſtanding every Man ought, 
of ſuch Things as he poſſeſſeth, liberally to give 

Alms to the Poor, according to his Ability, 


Act v. Þ 4. Peter ſaid, Ananias, why hath Satan 
Klled thine Heart to lie to the holy Ghoſt, and to keep 
back Part of the Price of the Land? Whiles it remained, 
was it not thine own? and after it was fold, was it not 
in thine. own Power? 

* Lyke xi. 41. Give Alms of ſuch Things as ye have. 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. Charge them that are rich in this 
World, that they be not high-minded, nor truſt in un- 
certain Riches, . but in the liviog Gop, who giveth us 
richly all Things to enjoy. That they do good, that 
they be rich in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing 
to communicate, laying up in Store for themſelves a good 
Foundation againſt the Time io come, that they may lay 


% 


hold on eternal: Life. 


ARTICLE XXXIX. 
Of a Chriſtian Man's Oath, 


S we confeſs that vain and raſh Swearing is 
forbidden Chriſtian Men by our Lord Jetus 
Chriſt, and * James his Apoſtle : So we judge thar 
the Chriſtian Religion doth not prohibit, but that a 
Man may ſwear when the Magiſtrate requireth, in 


2 | 4 
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F 
a Cauſe of Faith and Charity, ſo it be done accord+ 
ing to the Prophet's Teaching, in Juſtice, Judg- 
ment, and Truth. 


* Matt. v. 34, &c. I ſay unto you, Swear not at all; 
neither by Heaven, for it is Gop's Throne: Nor by the 
Earth, for it is his Footſtool: Nor by TFeruſalem, for it 
is the City of the great King: Neither ſhalt thou ſwear 
by thy Head, becauſe thou canſt not make one Hair white 
or black: But let your Communication be, Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of 
Evil. James v. 12. Above all Things, my Brethren, 
ſwear not, neither by the Heaven, nor by the Earth, 
nor by any other Oath: But let your yea be yea, and 
your nay, nay ; leſt ye fall into Condemnation. Exe. 
XX. 7. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord thy 
God in vain ; for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs 
that taketh his Name in vain. | 118 

Deut. vi. 13. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy Gon, 
and ſerve Him, and ſhalt ſwear by his Name. 1 Sam. 
xxiv. 21. Swear now therefore unto me by the Lord, 
that thou wilt not cut off my Seed after. me, and that 
thou wilt not deſtroy my Name out of my Father's Houſe : 
And David ſware unto Saul. Heb. vi. 15. For Men 
verily ſwear by the 2 and an Oath for Confirma- 
tion, is to them an End of all Strife. 51G 

3 Fer. iv. 2. And thou ſhalt ſwear the Lord liveth, in 
Truth, in Judgment, and in Righteouſneſs. 
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APPENDIX. 


AVING now performed the Taſk which I 
undertook, and having, I truſt, to all can- 
did and reaſonable Minds, ſhewn the exact 
Agreement of our Articles with the holy Scri 
tures, I ſhould hope that many, who have hitherto 
ſuppoſed thoſe Breviates of the Chriſtian Faith, to 
be only the Word- of fallible Men,“ will now ſee, 
that whatever the Words may be, their Meanings 
are ſtrictly . ſcriptural, and hold forth to us, as the 
Glory of our Church and Nation, the Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, 

As this is the Caſe, it is no marvel that the Ar- 
ticles have met with the ſame Fate as the Scrip- 
rures themſelves have done; and that while ſome 
believe, others contradict and blaſpheme, Acts xviii. 
6. But Gop forbid that ever the Truth ſhould 
be given up, or one Particle of it receded from, in 
order to gratify an unbelieving World. The Pro- 
phet Ezekiel was commanded to ſpeak Gop's Truth 
to the People, whether they would hear, or whether 
they would forbear, Ezek. ii. 7. The falſe Prophets 
accommodated their Diſcourſes to ſuit the Temper 
and Opinions of their depraved Hearers. Our 
Reformers have nobly imitated the former, Woe 
be to thoſe who imitate the latter. But Woe, yea, 
a thouſand Woes to this Land, if the Depravers 
and Corrupters of our common Faith, have the 

Sanction, . 
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Sanction, or even the Toleration, of Government 
for their Support ! 

As to the Dominion of private Judgment and 
Conſcience, it belongs to the Searcher of Hearts 
alone, and is ſubject to no Controul but His, be- 
fore. whoſe Judgment-ſeat we muſt all appear; 
whatever interferes with this ſacred Prerogative, is 
an unlawful Uſurpation on the Province of the 
Almighty. We therefore find an inſpired Apoſtle 
renouncing this in the moſt explicit Manner, 
2 Cor. i, 24. Net that we have Dominion over your | 
Faith, &c. If Subſcription to our Articles was 
required of all Perſons whatſcever, none ſhould 
heſitate to declare againſt it, and I hope there are 
not many to be found amongſt us, who would 
not chearfully ſign an hundred Petitions to Parlia- 
ment, were they neceſſary, againſt ſo flagrant an 
Invaſion of religious Liberty. | 

On the other Hand, it appears to be equally * 
certain, that the Church of England has a Right, 
as all Societies muſt, have, to propoſe, nay to inſiſt 
upon, her own Terms of Communion and Fellow- 
ſhip. In publiſhing the Thirty-nine Articles, Se. 
ſhe has declared her Interpretation of the Scrip- 
tures, to theſe her Members are ſuppoſed to o accede, 
to theſe her Miniſters are requited to ubſeribe. 
This has met with the Sanction of the State, doubt- 


| Teſs for the fame wiſe Reaſons for which our Con- 


feſſions were compiled, publiſhed, and made the 
Terms of Communion, ** For the avoiding of Di- 
« verſilies of Opinions, and for the flabliſhing of Con- 
'« ſent touching true Religion. That our Jeruſalem 
might be 48 4 City that is at Unity in ſelf, Pl. 
cxXii. 3. and not be torn and diſtracted with Pi- 
viſions and Controverſies, For this ſhe has many 
apoſtolic Injunctions, amongſt others that very 

Plain 
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plain one, 1 Cor. i. 10. Now I Beſcech you, Bre- 
thren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye 
all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there be no Divi- 
ions among you ; but that ye be perfetily joined toge- 
ther in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. 
Another Apoſtle, James iii. 16. lays it down as a 


« there is Confuſion, and every evil Work.” When 
therefore the eſtabliſhed Church requires Subſcrip- 
tion to her Liturgy and Articles, it is with reſpect 
to thoſe, who, it not like-minded with them, 
might have it in their Power to introduce Confu- 
ſion, not only in Point of Form, but in Matters 
of Faith alſo, and in fo doing ſhe aQts a wiſe, con- 
ſiſtent, and charitable Part; her Well-being, yea, 
ber very Being, as a viſible Church of Chriſt, de- 
pends upon it; for ſaying this, I appeal to the 
Tranſactions of the laſt Century, when Liturgy, 
Articles, Bifhops, and the whole Fabric of our eccle- 
ſiaſtical as well as civil Government was ſubverted. 
What was the Conſequence? The Conſequence was, 
that the Land was over-run by Error, Hereſy, and 
Hypocriſy, the viſible Church was buried in her 
own Ruins, and the very People who had brought 
about the grand Subverſion of all Rule and Order, 
choſe rather to reſtore the imaginary Evils which 
they had complained of, than endure any longer 
thoſe real ones of Anarchy and Confuſion under 
which they groaned. | 
As to the bloody Superſtition of Rome, I ſhould 
hope that no Man, who calls himſelf a Proteſtant, * 
will blame our Subſcriptions, and brand them with 
the Name of Perſecution, becauſe they are meant 
to exclude a Syſtem of Religion and Politics, which 
are ſo far from being conſiſtent with Lzzerty, as to 
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be utterly inconſiſtent with the common Rigbis of 
Mankind. 

But there are three Sorts of People, who avow 
themſelves to be found Proteſtants, and yet, though 
not Miniſters in the Eſtabliſhment, are yet forced 
to ſubſcribe : This has been called Perſecution, and 

the 42 of Toleration been blamed for not releaſing 
theſe from a// Obligation to Subſcription, 

Firſt, Diſſenting Teachers, —Theſe are releaſed in 
Point of Form, but ſtill are obliged to ſubſcribe 
the doetrinal Articles; this has been thought hard. 
In Anſwer to which, I would obſerve, that though 
every Man's Principles are ſubject (under God) | 
to his own Cognizance only, while he keeps them 


to himſelf, yet when he would obtrude them upon 


others, the Public are concerned ; and though it 
be inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Liberty to deprive 
People of all public Worſhip, unleſs in a particu- 
lar Ferm, yet no Chriſtian State can, or ought to 
tolerate Aatichriſtian Dotirines; therefore the Le- 
giſlature has moſt wiſely extended its Care to the 
Souls of Men, by endeavouring to prevent Popiſh, 
Arian, Socinian, Pelagian, or other infidel Teachers, 
from corrupting the Minds of Men with their 
Abominations. Such Teachers come under the 
Predicament of thoſe mentioned, Tit. i. 11. Whoſe 
Mouths (faith the Apoſtle) muſt be ſtopped. 
Secondly, Doctors of the Civil Law, — Why ſhould 
theſe be compelled to ſubſcribe? Becauſe of theſe 
are the Advocates and Judges of the Eccleſtaſtical 
Courts, where, on Libels for Hereſy and the like, 
'our Articles are to be the Rule of Judgment and De- 
termination; therefore the Propriety of a Civilian's 
Subſcription is apparent, as admitting Men to 
theſe Offices who don't agree with the. Doctrines 
of the Church, would be "like ſetting a Rebel to 
judge 


( 57 ] 


judge a Traitor, or a Jacobite to defend the Title 
of the Brunſwick Family to the Crown of England. 

Thirdly, Doors in Phyſic.—Theſe attend fick 
and dying Beds, and, from the very Nature of 
their Proteſſion, have that Acceſs to all Families 
which other Men have not; therefore that ſuch 
ſhoulPgive the required Security for the Sound 
of their religious Principles, is moſt conſiſtent with 
the Welfare of the Church, as otherwiſe they might 
be left to introduce Popiſb Prieſts, or Popiſb Prin- 
ciples, or it not theſe, yet znfidel Principles, to cor- 
rupt and deprave the Minds of Men, in thoſe 
Hours, when ſound and Chriſtian Principles can be 
their oxy well-grounded, and abiding Support, Job 
XXXiil. 19—25, 

As for Perions who have no better Reaſon for 
their Subſcriptions, than the Inhabitants of Shechem 
had for their Circumciſion, Gen. xxxiv. or than the 
People had for following Chriſt from Tiberias to 
Capernaum, John vi. 26. it is no Wonder that 
they complain of ſubſcribing what they do not be- 
lievez but when once theſe Lucre-Scekers can prove, 
that che Scriptures are to be accommodated to the 
Maxims of the World for the Eaſe of Men's Con- 
ſciences, and Men's Conſciences not to be con- 
formed to the Scriptures, then it may be granted, 
that not only Subhſcriptions, but the Articles them- 
ſelves, the more agtecable they are to the Scriptures, 
the more they ought to be repealed. Till this can 
be done, I truſt and hope, that our Proteſtant 
Mounds againſt Popery and Infidelity will remain 
entire and unimpaired, and be like unto thoſe Bars 
and Doors of the great Deep, which confine the 
Waves within the decreed Place, and are the Means 
of fulfilling the Almighty Injunction : t——** Hitherto 
« ſhalt thou come and no farther.” 


I Far 
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For my own Part, I feel happy in having this 
public Opportunity of teſtilying my moſt unfeigned 
Love, Regard, Attachment, tlonour, and Vene- 
ration for the Church of England as by Law eſta- 
bliſned. Were I to call her znfalible, ſhe would 
herſelf condemn me by her own Acknowledgment 
of the contrary, as may be gathered from her 2 iſt 
Article. But when I compare, what in my Ap- 
prehenfion is right in her, with what I apprehend 
to be wrong in her Oppoſers and Detractors, I am 
thankful, and I truſt ſhall be thankful to all Eter- 
nity, that my Lot has been caſt within her Pale, 
which, Gor being my Helper, it (hall be the Bu- 
ſinc's of my Miniſtry to enlarge and ſtrengthen z 
and if thoſc c eat of ber Bread lift up their Heels 
ggainſt her, may Gon of his infinite Mercy bleſs, 
preſerve, and keep thoſe, wio dare oppoſe them- 
ſelves to their Malice, and ſtand forth as Witneſſes 
to the Truths which they have /ub/cribed. 

I would obſerve, that, though I have looked 
into ſeveral] Writers on the Aria, yet I have fol- 
lowed none, becauſe they have gone upon a Plan 
I do not fo much approve, as a imple Reference 

o the Mord of Ged. The Authorities cited from 
Fathers and Councils, ought to have no farther 
Weight, than as they agree with Leine: ; Lthere- 
fore I have not perplexed the Reader with a. /e/5 
Authority, when a greater was in my Power: 
However, I beg Leave to ſubjoin a few Obſerva- 
tions on ſome diſputed Texts, as my own Juſtifi- 
cation tor laying them before the Reader in the 
Place they ſtand. 
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A. 


Let thoſe who doubt whether the Word B58 
(Aleim) which we tranſlate Gop be. plural, con- 
ſult the following Paſſages in the Hebrew Bible. 
Gen. i. 26, | iii. 22, | xi. 7, | xx. 13. | xxxv. 7. 
Joſb. xxiv. 9. | 2 Sam. vii. 23. | F/ Iviii. 12. 
J, vi. 8, | where they will find it joined with Ad- 
jectives, Pronouns, and Verbs plural. Vid, alſo 
Prov. ix. 10. | xxx. 3. | Eccl. xii. 1. | 
This appears to me to reduce the Adverlary to 
this Dilemma, either | 

1. The Bible does not reveal the True God; or, 

2. It teaches Polytheiſm; or, 

3. It reveals a Plurality of Perions in the Gop- | 
HEAD, | | 

The. t of theſe muſt deſtroy all revealed Reli- 
gion at once. 

The ſecond is abſolutely declared againſt through- 
out the whole. Therefore 

The Third is the Truth, as is evident from thoſe 


two Names of the Deity, eren WT Jehovah 
Aleim. The one Singular, having 2 Plural, de- 
ſcriptive of the One SELF-EXISTENT F.SSENCE 3 
the otber Plural, defcriptive of a PLURALITY OF 
PerSONS in that Ess ENG EH; thus both together 
ſetting forth the ever bleſſed TrxiniTY IN UNITY, 


B. 


It is a juſt Remark which Mr. Alix makes in 
his excellent Book of The Judgment of ibe Jetviſb 
Church againſt the Unitorians, Chap. 9. that here 
is a plain Idea of Plurality of Perſons in the Gop- 


HEAD, the Words in the Hebrew being He is the 
4 Hoh 


Holy Gops : Like that Eccl. xii. 1. Remember thy 
Creators, And indeed this is a Place antiently 
noted by the Chriſtian Doctors, (whom the Jews 
call Heretics) who aſked K. Samlai, as the Fews 
themſelves tell us, what he had to anſwer unto 
theſe Words, Ye cannot ſerve the Lord Ki Aleim 
Kedeſbim Hu, becauſe He is the Holy Gons, who 
had nothing to reply, but that 7eſpua doth not ſay, 
They are 71 5 boly Gobs, but He is the holy Gops, 
which is the very ſame we affirm, that He is Three 
in One. This is in Bereſchith Rabba, mentioned by 
Naymund, in his Pugio Fidet , and by J. Wagenſetl, 
in ais Confutation of Lipman's Carmen Memoriale. 
Vid. Patrick on Joſbua xxiv. 19. Vid. alſo the 
ſame learned Prelate on the Words ** Let us," 
Gen. 1, 26, \ C 


E. 


It is not my Purpoſe to enter into, or attempt 
to decide at large, the Controverſies concerning 
this Lext. As it is a Mill- ſtone about the Neck 
of the Arian and Socinian Cauſe, no Wonder if all 
Advantages have been taken againſt its Authenti- 
city, from its not appearing in fome Manuſcript 
Copies. However, what has been ſaid on both 
Sides may be ſeen pretty fully in eee and 
Mills on the Place. 

It the great and capital Truth which this Text 
contains, was to be met with in. no other Part. of 
the Scripture, the Suſpicion which its Adverſaries 
maintain of its being a Forgery or Interpolation, 
would carry ſome Probability; but as this is; by 
nc Means the Caſe, it does not ſeem likely that 
the Orthodox (as they are called) ſhould run the 
Riſque of needleſly expoſing themſelves to Cenſute, 
ag 
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as Corrupters of Gop's Word, in order to prove 
a Point ſo clearly and univerſally proved already 
throughout the reſt of the Sacred Volume. 

The Propoſitions in this Text are, 1ſt, That 
there are three heavenly Witneſſes, or three divine 
Perſons, who bear Record (or Witneſs, uaglipuiles) 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the holy 
Ghoſt, Is not this aſſerted elſewhere? For In- 
ſtance, Jobn viii. 16. I am one (ſays Chriſt) that 
BEAR WITNESS of myſelf, and the Father that ſent 
me BEARETH WITNESS of me, &c. John xv. 26. 
When the Comforter is come, whom I will ſend unto 
you from the Father, even the Spirit of Truth, which 
ere from the Father, he ſball teſtify ( (aaf rigijcei, 
BEAR WITNESS) of me. 

2dlv, Thoſe three are one. Not ei, cis, one Perſon, 
but EY, Unum, one T hing—ovTo 0¹ res Ey £104. 
Our Saviour ſays, John x. 30. Ey » 6 rale Es 
£ojuuev, I and the Father are One, Unum. The 
only Difference which can be gathered from the 
two Paſſages, when compared together, is this, 
the one aſſerts the Unity of the Father and the Son 
by Ex ig, the other the Unity of Father, Son, and 
Spirit by Ey si; but both proceed on one and the 

ſame Principle, which is to aſſert a Plarality of 
Perſons in the GOoDHEAD, and that thoſe Perſons, 
though Aline in Point of Perſonality, are yet One 
in Nature and Eſſence. 

In ſhort, this famous Text may be called an 
evangelical Expoſition of the firſt great Command- 
ment of the Law. The Lord our GoD is one LORD, 


my. y 
Jau e [ſubſiſting in] ou ALEIM, [or Plu- 
n 


rality. of Perſons, [is but] ONE Jznovan. Deut, 
vi. 4 
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I cannot conclude this Note, without referring 
the Reader to a very diſtinguiſhed Paſſage, which 
appears to me to be full to the Purpoſe, See J. vi. 
2, 3. where the Seraphim are worſhippiug ]tzro- 
Van, they repeat the Word Hoely three Times. 
That they adored the Father under this Appella— 
tion, an Aian will allow; that they adored alſo 
the Sen and H Gheſt, the Scriptures afſure us. See 
John xii. 41. where we are told, that the Glory of 
Ir novau, which Jaiab beheld, was that of the 
Son : And in 475 xxviii. 25. it appears to be alſo 
the Glory of the holy Ghoſt, wha uttered thoſe re- 
markable Words, Which are an indelible Atteſta- 
tion to the Truth of the diſputed Text, ** ¶ hom 
& ſhall | ſend, and who will go for Ds?“ I and Us, 
as they ſtand in this Place, are incomprehenſibly 
beyond the Reach of Expoſition, if there are not 
te three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
&« Word, and the holy Ghoſt, and if theſe three are not 


One,“ in Nature, Eſſence, and every divine Per- 
JecBron and Attribute. 


D. 


This is another diſputed Text. The Adverſa- 
ries contend, that it ſhould not be read Oedòg ipavepubn, 
&c. “God was manifeſted,” but Os ipavepwln, ** who 
« was manifeſted.” Suppoſe we grant them what 
they contend for? then there will be no Antece- 
dent for the relative "0; to agree with, till we look 
back to Ott Carlos in the 15th Verſe ; ſo that in- 
ſtead of reading ſimply, © God was manifeſted in the 
« Fleſh,” we muſt ſay, * the living God was mani- 
e feſted in the Fl:ſh.” But it has pleaſed God to 
guard his Truth in another Manner, than to let it 
depend on a ſingle Text, or Sentence, or Letter; 

therefore 
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therefore let us attend to this Matter as laid down 


in Jobn i. which may be reduced to the following 
Syllogiſm. 


Jobn i. 1. The Word was Gov. 


v. 14. he Word was made Fleſh. 
Ergo, Gop was made Flelh. 


E. 


Though the Authenticity of this Text is not 
diſputed, yet Its Meaning i is, and the Phraſe xdlay- 
phivos tig gan Giwvious made to mean every Thing 
but what it docs mean, in order to get rid of ſo 
obſtinate an Aſſertion, as that they, and they only, 
believed, who were ORDAINED unte everlaſting 
Life: This lays a Difficulty in the Way of Armi- 
nian Principles, which the Profeſſors of them are 
well aware of; therefore :{ypivu muſt not be un- 
derſtood as it it ſignified an Ordination or Appoint - 
ment on Gop's Part, but a previous good Diſpaſi- 
tion and Fitneſs on Man's Part. That this Method 
of Conſtruction is attended with the Dilauvantage 
of giving the Greet Language a Scenic which it 
diſowns, and therefore to be rejected, will, I ap- 
prehend, fully appear in the tollowing Obfervations 
of the learned and judicions Mr. Leigh, in his 
Crit, Sacra, ſub Voc. r&rlw, which, for the Sake 
of the unlcarned Reader, I ſhall render into Engitp, 
reforging-the learned to the Original. 

13 Taru Hul, conſtituo, which ſignifies 10 con- 
f ſtitute, oraain, appoint, deſęn, Ads xiii, 48, 
cc rials. Syrus renders it pœſti, (placed or 
« ditpoſed) for he knew not that the Heretics of 
« our, Day would dream of underitanding re; 
e Ja, to deſcribe Perfons in themſelves fit, lo 
Jas to c themſeboes to eternal Life, Lud. de 


Dieu 
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«© Dieu in loc. The Remonftrants, from Socinus, are 
for underſtanding Tayuie to ſignify inwardly 
% diſpoſed. Therefore, that the Senſe is, as many 
« as were well diſpoſed to eternal Life believed; but 
& what is received by the Remonſtrants, after So- 
& cinus, as the Signification of the Word 7#aymives, 
« fit and diſpoſed to eternal Life, is affirmed in Con- 
s trariery to the Uſe of that Word in Scripture, 
and againſt the Authority of all the Interpreters. 
And it is abſurd, and evidently Pelagian to 
„ maintain, that any one is it or diſpoſed to Life 
eternal, before he believes in Chriſt, when every 
„ Man who believes not, is under Sin and the 
180 Curſe, and liable to Wrath and Condemnation ; 
„this is the united Voice of the Scriptures, Cen- 
« ſura Remonſtrantium, c. 18. The Innovators 
« elude this Place thus: They ſay, that the Par- 
« ticiple 7daypivou hath” here the Senſe of a Noun, 
« and almott ſignifies the ſame as aFiu, worthy, 
oc meet, properly diſpoſed ; that from hence they 
% may make out ſome previous Diſpoſitions, on 
% the Sight, and for Reſpect of which, Grace 
« ſhould be beſtowed. But, firſt, let all Places of 
+ Scripture where this Word occurs be looked 
into, it is 20 where taken as a Num. 

60 Secondly, What does this Phraſe r{2ymie i; 
oy 705 is mean, tat it ſhould have lach an 
Interpretation put upon it? 

« Thirdly, In the Greek Language, Pardheiples 
de of this Kind have not the Senſe of Nouns, un- 
4 leſs joined to a Subſtantive: They denote a 
« Quality, but coming frem tome Agent. So 
that this Meetneſs and Diſpoſition, Which may be 
« ſignified by this Parttciple, was from Gdp ag 
« from an eternal Agent. Cameron in Myroth, 
« Evangel, 1. That Word is never read | in "OF 


wy 1 
it $eripture, or in any other Greek Author, as de- 
*« noting an iward Quality. Thoſe who-are but 
4% Beginners in the Greek Tongue, underſtand a 
great Difference between ra xlechai, to be cedained, 
0 and quaibeg he, to diſpoſe. 2. As well the Arabic 


«© Verſion of Junius, as the Syriac of Tremellius, 
„ agree in rendering this Word, à divine Ordina- 
$* nation and Appointment. 3. The uſyal Senſe of 
e the Word in the New Teſtament, denotes an ex- 
* trinfic (outward) Appointment and Eleftion. The 
% Powers that are, are ORDAINED of GOD, Rom, 
© xiii. 1. M ben they had. apPOIN TED him à Day, 
« Acts xxviii. 23, Cc. I will not ſet down all 
the Inſtances, but that one remarkable Place of 
* A#s xxii. 10, 14. may ſerve as a Sample of all 
«© the reſt, which moſt clearly unfolds to us the 
«« Meaning of this Word: There Gop promiles 
* that it ſhould be told Pay} at Damaſcus of all 
& Things which were appointed (Tiruxlas) for him 10 
% &; and Ver. 14. that which was ordained or de- 
* fg ned (Tporxpipioale) is told him by Ananias, In 
„ which Paſſage we are divinely commanded, as 
e it were, to underſtand vtraxlal, which implics 
Ordination, in the ſame Senſe as Weoryrigio ales 
<« ,which implies a divine De/gnation or Election. 
«© * Chry/oftom himſelf, WhO well underſtood the 
& Greek. Word, explains theſe ordained ones as 
„ apugicpaire; Te Ox, that is, as Eraſmus turns it, 
% Præfinitos à Deo, predetermined by Gop. From 


„ whom alſo Eraſmus himiclf ſeems to have bor- 
K « rowed 


- . P * 


„ ®. Ordijno, Colloco ut milites collocamus com aciem 
© infirpimas, Steph. i. e. To arder, to ſet in Place, as wg 
 /et, Soldiers in their Places, when. ws draw up an Army in 
% Battle Array.“ * 

NV. B. Soldiers don't order or diſpoſe the Officers, hut the 


Oficels diſpoſe and order the Soldiers. 
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© rowed that double 9 of this Place, 
*« which he forms thus: They of the Gentiles be- 
« /ieved, not all indeed, *$ 2 many as the divine 
Mercy had defined to eternal Life, to which. none 
&* attain, unleſs choſen, and called of Gov.” _ 

I ſhould hope what is ſaid above, will very ſuf- 
ficiently juſtify our excellent Tranſlators in render- 
ing the Words as I have quotcd them, as well as 
myſelf for giving the Reader ſo much Trouble, in 
reading this long Note upon the Place. 


F. 


If the View in which our Litarey and e 
exhibit the Doctrine of the ever-bleſſed Trinity, ſhould 
be ridiculouſly aſcribed to the Darkneſs and no- 
rance of the Age in which they were compiled and 

authenticated, ſurely we may call the Reign of that 
glorious Deliverer of this Country, King William III. 
a Day of Light, Freedom, and Learning. Let us 
fee what was the Senſe of the Nation upon. this 
great and fundamental Point at that Time. The 
Quaſers, who were exempted from ſubſcribing to 
any of the thirty: nine Articles, were yet bound to 
ſubſcribe this Doctrine, in the following Words: 

— * A. B. profeſs Faith in God the Fatber, and 
i, Jeſus Chriſt bis eternal Son, the true God, and 
« 72 tbe holy Spirit, ONE Gop bleſſed for ge. 

1 W. and M. ch. 18. F. 1 

9 and ro W. III. ch. 32. Is intituled, „An AF 
« for toe more effettual ſuppreſſing Blaſpteng, and 
« Preſauncncſs.—tarc of which is as follows:“ 
% any Perſon or Perſons ſhall, by writing, printing, 
teaching, or adviſed ſpeaking, deny am One of. the 
© Perſons in the bely Trinity to be God, or ſhall aſſert 
« or maintain there are more Gods than One, &c. ſuch 
$8 * Perſons, 


1 

* Perſons, for the finſt Offence, ſhall be adjudged in- 
capable to have or enjoy, any Office, ecclefraſtical, 
* civil, or military.” For the ſecond Offence, . © the 
* Perſon ſhall be diſabled from ſuing either in Law or 
« Equity, or to be Guardian, Executor, ar Admini- 
« ftrator, and ſhall not be capable of any Legacy, or 
c to bear any Office, ecclgſiaſtical, civil, or military 
« for ever, and ſhall ſuffer three Years Impriſoument.” 
Alfter all, the great Point to be conſidered is, 
whether the important Truths contained in the 
Aoctrinal Articles of our ſound and apoſtolical Church, 
are practically received into the Heart and Con- 
ſcience ; if not, there is much leſs Difference be- 
tween thoſe who complain of Subſcriptions, and 
thoſe who defend them, than is perhaps uſually 
imagined. The public Utility of a ſet Form of 
ſotmd Words may be allowed, yea, earneſtly con- 
tended for, where there is no experimental Ac- 
quaintance with the Truths contained therein. 

Hence it is, that we ſee many who are very 
_ orthodox in their Opinions, as to ſeveral important 
Points of our excellent public Confeſſions ; but if 
we hear them preach, they ſeem ſtudiouſly to avoid 
every thing that could lead us to account them Mi- 
niſters of Cbriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, 1 Cor, iv. 1. Tully or Seneca would have 
filled a Pulpit with equal Edification to their 
Hearers, as to the grand Points of our holy Reli- 
gion. — In ſhort, the frequent Delivery of mere 
moral” Eſſays, under the Notion of Sermons, has 
almoſt driven CBriſtianity, that only Foundation on 
which true Morality can be built, from amongſt 
the People; preaching the glorious Peculiarities of 
the everlaſting Goſpel, as ſet forth in the Liturgy, 
Artides, and Homilies, is ſtamped and branded 
with Methodiſm and Enthufiaſm, and now we have 

K 2 lived 
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| Yived to ſee what the Effects of this have been, th 


People have not only been kept in Ignorance 0 
the Ductrines of the Church of which they are 
Members, but a public Society have dared to fign a 
Petition to Parliament for their Abolition and De- 
ſtruction, for that nothing lefs than theſe can fol- 
low the Repeal of Sub/cription, every thinking Per- 
ſon muſt FL beyond a Doubt. It therefore be- 
hoves all who wiſh well to our happy Eftabliſh- 
ment, all who know, by their own Expetience, 
the Valve of the Treaſure committed to them, to 
take the Alarm; to be ſtill more earneſt in pub- 
liſhing the great Truths of the Goſpel, for which 
many of our Refermers laid down their Lives, and 
which they have tranſmitted to us unſullied and 
unimpaired in our public Confeſſions, That a Bleſ- 
ſiag will attend this, is as certain as that Chriſt has 
Promiſed to be with the Preachers of his Truth 
to the End of the World, Matt. xxvili. 20. 

As for thoſe who love the Offce for the Sake of 
the Benefice, it can only be ſaid, that as long as 
there are /ucrative Preferments, fo long there will 
be greedy Scekets after tliem ; theſe, like dead 
Fiſh, will always float with the Stream, and like 
true Men of the Croft, fall in with the faſhionable 
Religion of the Times; they are not tu be envied 
that they bave their Reward : But no Conceſſions, J 
truſt, will ever be made, in order to facilitate the 
Way of theſe Sons of Balaam * into the Poſſeſſion 
of choſe Offices in the Church, to which n 


at once a Diſgrace and an Inu m. 


That I may moſt probably incur ſome Abuſe 
for treating the Pelitioners with fo little Ceremony, 
1s the leaſt of my Contern. If 1 bave by this 

2 Pet. ii. 13. 1 
Publication 
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Publication openly borne a ſeaſonable Teſtimony 
for the Truth, I am infinitely over - paid all it may 
coſt me from the Tongues and Pens of the Ad- 
verſaries to that Gor whom I profeſs" to 'werſhip. It 
is reported of Mr. Thomas Bradbury, à late eminent 
diſſenting Teacher, that when Dr. Clarke had pre- 
pated and ſent forth his Poiſon, under the Title of 
the Scripture Dottrine of the Trinity, a Party amongſt 
the Diſſenters, in whom it had begun ſtrongly to 
operate, formed an Oppoſition to that famous and 
ſteady Aſſertor of Chriſt's true and proper Divinity, 
and had the Indecency to ſet up a Hiß at him as 
he came out of the Meeting; a Friend ſaid to 
him, „ Are you not ſurpriſed at this?” No,“ ſaid 
the good Man, ] am not at all ſurpriſed that the 
* wid Serpent ſhould hiſs, when I bave been exaliing 
t* the Bruiſer of his Head.” 

I have not faid any Thing upon the Subject of 
introducing Arminianiſm into the Interpretation of 
the Articles, becauſe that is done ſo very fully by 

the Rev. Mr. Bowman, Vicar of Martham in Nor- 
folk, in his Review of the Doctrines of the Reſor- 
'« nation, lately publiſhed, which 1 have red 
with much Pleaſure, and do earneſtly recommend 
to the ſerious Peruſal of all who are unacquainted 
with the Merits of that Queſtion. It muſt be al- 
lowed that Proſper's Aſſertion, Predeftinationem 
Dei nullus Catholicus negat, hath at preſent but little 
Credit amongſt us. I am inclined to think, if St. 
Paul were now living, and were to preach over the 
latter Part of the eight, and the whole of the ninth 
Chapter to the Romans, together with the firſt 
Chapter to the Epheſffans, he would be ſo far from 
having the leaſt Chance of à Hall in his own Ca- 
thedral, that he would hardly get licenſed to a Cu- 
racy, «Our Maderns are more fortunate, the old 


rugged 
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rugged Points of Predeſtination and Election are now 
explained away, and. the golden Road to Prefer- 
ment paved. with Materials of a very different Kind: 
Some of the Articles, ſuch as the gth, 10th, 11th, 
or 17th, might give the Traveller's Conſcience an 
ugly Jolt, ſo as to be in Danger of an Ovzerturn, 
dia not Latitudinarian Conſtrudtion, like a ſkilful 
Pioneer, go before and clear the Way *, 

Not only among the Regulars in our "Church 
militant, but with many of the Irregulars, the Cal- 
diniſtical Doctrines are entirely coſbiered. Some of 

the 


*The following curious Anecdote of the late Lord 
Bolingbroke was related to me by a Perſon, to whom his 
Lardſbip himſelf communicated it, the very Day on 
which 15 Matter happened. He was one Day ſitting 
in his Houſe at Batterſea, reading Calvin's Inſtitutes, 
when. he received a Morning Viſit from a certain reve- 
rend Divine, —After uſual Salutation, he aſked the Doc- 
for if he could gueſs what the Book was, which then 
lay before bim, and which, + Lord Bolingbroke, “I 
4 have been ftudying.”—*< No really, my Lord, I 
< cannot,” quoth the Docter. It is Calvin's Infi- 
« futes, faid Lord Bolingbroke, what do you think of 
cc theſe Matters, Doctor? „O, my Lord, we don't 
& think about ſuch antiquated Stuff, we teach the plain 
«« Doctrines of Virtue and. Morality, and have long laid 
«< aàſide thoſe abſtruſe Points about Grace.” «Look x 
0 you, Doctor, faid Lord Bolingbroke, you LED I 
4 don't believe the Bible to be a divine Revelation, 
“ but they who do, can never defend it on any Princi- 
6 ples but the Docirines of Grace. To ſay Truth, I 
&« have at Times been almoſt perſuaded to believe 
it upon this View of Things; and there is one Ar- 
„ gument which has gone very far with me on Behalf 


<« of its Authenticity, which is, that the Belief of it 


« now exiſts upon Earth, when it is committed to the 


„ Care of ſuch as you, who pretend to believe-it, and 


ec yet deny the, only Principles on which it is credible, 
&« the only Foundation on which it is defenſible,” 
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the /atter have carried the Matter ſo far, as to 
ſeem to give the DEI to underſtand, that if he 
ſhould think or act on the Side of the Calviniſts, 
they will make him out (horrendum dictu!) -warſe 
than the Devil himſelf. Thoſe who venture on this 
Sort of Language, would do well to conſider how 
many reformed Churches. Abroad, our own Re- 
formers at Home, and their Succeſſors the Biſhops 
and Clergy of the Church. of England for many 
Years were Calviniſts, amongſt which were to be 
numbered ſome of the moſt holy, learned, and 
zealous Divines that ever exiſted ; therefore there 
is a Peſſibility of a Miſtake or Miſapprehenſion in 
Regard to this Matter, and it is the Part of Mo- 
agiiy and Humility to be leſs peremptory, where 
others, our Superiors in all Reſpects, have differed 
from us. | 

- 'F muſt confeſs that the moſt arbitrary and ad- 
venturous Adverſaries to the Doctrines of Predeſti- 
nation and Election which I have met with, are 
thoſe, who, without the leaſt Heſitation, have 
taken upon themſelves to pronounce all Calviniſts 


. Tros Rutilufue, nulla diſcrimine 


a Set of Blaſphemers, and to decide a Controverſy 
which has employed the Pens of the moſt learned, 
ſerious and judicious of Men, for Years toge- 
ther, with a lingle peremptory p/ſe dixit; pro- 
ceeding/ on that unfair, and indeed injuſtifiable 
Principle, of charging Men with Things, which 
they imagine to be the Conſequences of their Opi- 
nions, as if they were truly their Tenets. 

The Quarrel againſt the Viſdom, Juſtice, and 
Sovereignty of Gop is very ancient; it began amongſt 
Angels, and from them has been derived to Mertals. 


It has been carried with an high Hand, as we may | 


6 learn 
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learn from Scripture Teſtimony; and may daily 
obſerve in our own melancholy Experience. The 
Book of Fob gives us a very. ſtriking Inſtance in 
the Perſon of * great Man, who vented the En- 
mity of his Heart againſt the Methods of Provi- 
dence in very indecent and irteverent Expreſſions. 
At laſt it pleaſed God to interpoſe, and vindicate 
his own Honour, even by the W Mouth which 
bad fo groſsly inſulted it. 

„ Shell be 7 hes contendeth with the ALMIGaTY 
« iſtruct Him, (ſaid Gop) be that reproverb Gop, 
& let him anſwer it.” Then Jeb anſwered the Loan 
and ſaid. ** Behold I am wile, what Hall I anſwer 
« Thee? I will lay mine Hand upon my Mouth. Once 
« have I ſpoken, but I will nat anſwer ; yea twice, 
% but I will proceed no further,” Job xl. 1, Ce. 
When it pleaſed the ALMIGHTY to open further 
to 7cb the Volume of Nature, that beholding there- 
in his exceeding Ignorance of outward Things, he 
might be ſtil] more deeply convicted of his Arro- 
gance and Inſolence, in daring to arraign the Wul- 
dom, Juſtice, and Sovereignty of Gop in the Ways 
and Methods of His Councils and Providence— 
4 Then 7% anſwered the Lox and ſaid, I know 
« that Thou canſt do every T hing, —conſequently 
reconcile what did, or dath, appear to the Appre- 
henſions of finful Men, utterly irreconci/egble, 
and that no Thbught is witholden from Thee,” i. e. 
that thy Wiſdom is as infinite as thy Power—as 
infinitely beyond the Line of human Comprehen- 
ſion. bo is he that hideth Ceunſel bans 
0 Knowledge ?” ſaid Gop, ch. xxxvill. 2. J.“ 
I am that Wretch, I have darkened or ablerred 
thy Counſels by MiſconftruRtion, my own by raſh 
and unſkilful Exprefſions.—* I have uttered that 
« 7 underſtood not, ſaid Jeb, Things too wonderful 


6% fer 
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& for me which ] knew not,” i. e. J have raſhly and 
imprudently, yea graceleſsly and impudently ſpoken 
of thy Ways and Judgments, which were * far 
out of my Sight,“ and deſired to diſpute with 
Thee, daring to reprehend what 1 did not com- 
prehend, and to paſs my Verdict on Things which 
are too hard for me.—** Hear, I teſeech thee, and 
ill ſpeak, I will demand ef Thee, and declare 
* Thou unto me; i. e. I will pray unto Thee, do 
Thou hear me; I will aſk Counſel at Thy Mouth, 
O Loks do Thou teach me. I have heard of 
*© Thee by the heating of the Ear,” i. e. I had a 
Knowledge of Thee, which I learned from others; 
* but now mine Eye ſeeth Thee, and being thus 
brought to a Sight and Senſe of thy Glory, Power, 
Wiſdom, and Majeſty.—** I abbor myſelf, and re- 
&« pent in Duſt and Aſhes.” Vid. Job xlii. 1, &c. 
Job had added Rabellion to his Sin, and multi- 
« plied his Words againſt Gov,” Chap. xxxiv. 37. 
— He had even charged 1njuſice upon Gop, and 
ſaid, that he was more righteous than Gop, Chap. 
xxxv. 2. Cruelty (Chap. xxx. 21.) alſo was a Part 
of his Charge, and all this becauſe he could not 
reconcile Gop's Dealings towards him, with ſome 
Notions of his own. But I have ſeen a certain 
printed Sermon filled with ſuch Expreſſions, as the 
Author acknowledges, © are enough to make the 
«© Ears of him that heareth to tingle,” and all to 
make up a *® San benito for the poor Calviniſts.— But 
how any Man can be ſuppoſed to be ſerious, in 
wiſhing to be found at their Feet in the Day of 
ö IR © „Judgment,“ 


* The San benite is a Garment ſomething like a He- 
rald's Coat, painted full of Flames and Devils, and put 
upon thoſe condemned to be burnt by the [nquijzrey 
for Calviniſm. 
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„ Judgment,“ is paſt my Comprehenſion ; for 
my own Part, if what the Sermon charges upon 
the Calviniſts be true, I ſhould as ſoon wiſh to be 
found at the Feet of the Devil and bis Angels. 
though I were convinced that the Devil is not 
ſo black as the Sermon makes him; and indeed 1 
don't find in Scripture the leaſt Trace of Satan's 
daring to utter ſuch Expreſſions, or take ſuch Li- 
berties with the Name of Gop, as the Sermon 
ſuppoſes. Whatever that unhappy Spirit might 
think of the De1TY's determining the Salvation of 
ſome of His apeſtate Creatures, and leaving others 
to the bitter Conſequences of their Sin and Re- 
bellion, (a Matter he was not a little concerned in, 
and which he had full as good a Right to diſpute 
as our Author) yet he ſeems to have known his 
own DESERTS too well, to ſay any Thing againſt 
it. 

I very ſincerely wiſh that the Author of the Ser- 
mon may have a right View of theſe Matters, and 
that as he has exceeded Fob in Raſhneſs of Expreſſion, 
he may at leaſt equal him in the Depth and Reality 
of his Repentance, before he be ſummoned away, 
and put upon his Defence of this Sermon at that 
awful Bar, where no vain, irreverent, or abuſive 
mention of the glorious and fearful Name of the 
Lokp Gop, will be found juſtifiable on any Prin- 
ciples, defenſible or proper on any Provocation 
whatſoever. 

I cannot conclude this Subject better, than in 
the Words of Biſbop Burnet, Exp. Art. p. 166. 
Another very indecent Way of managing theſe 
Points is, that both Sides do too often ſpeak 
„ very boldly of Gon. Some petulent Wits, in 
order to tif? repreſenting the contrary Opinion 
« as abſurd and ridiculous, have brought in Gop, 

_.:- 52. repre» 
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te repreſenting him with indecent Expreſſions, as 


acting and decreeing, according to their Hypo- 


* theſis, in a Manner that is not only unbecom- 
* ing, but that borders upon Blaſphemy. From 
„ which though they think to eſcape by ſaying, 
*« they are only ſhewing what muſt follow if the other 
% Opinion were believed, yet there is a Solemnity 
and Gravity of Style, that ought to be moſt re- 
*« ligtouſly obſerved, when we poor Mortals take 
upon us to ſpeak of the Glory or Attributes, 


© the Deerees or Operations of the Great Gop of 
Heaven and Earth *,” 


For 


* Though I ſhould injure the Subject, by adding any 
thing of my own to the above ſtriking Sentiments of the 
Biſbop, yet I cannot avoid a Recommendation of a Book, 
wherein the Fallacy and Unfairneſs, which even good Men 
may be betrayed into, when their Zeal gets the better 
of their Reflection, are detected and expoſed; I mean 
« Eleven Letters,” written by the late Rev. James Hervey, 
and publiſhed by his Brother after his Death. Many picus 
Frauds have been made uſe of to ſuppreſs the Circulation 
of theſe maſterly Performances—T hey have becn Bbaſe!y 
inſinuated to be Forgerizs—the Libels of an Antinomian 
Preacher—filled with Alterations and Interpolations, —But, 
ex Pede Herculem, give them but one unprejudiced Read- 
ing, the inimitable Pen of the truly Reverend Author muſt 
be acknowledged in every Line, and the Reader will no 
more imagine that they are the Productions of an liberal 
Slanderer, than that the Productions of Rubens's Pencil 
are the Daubings of a Sign Painter. However, to put 
this Matter out of Doubt, I have the original Manuſcript 
now in my Bogk-caſe, from which the genuine Edition 
was printed, and there is not a ſingle Line in any but Mr. 
Hervey's own Hand, except about a Page and a half, 
which appears to be in the late Mr. Whitefield's ; but 
though the Mriting be his, yet the Didlian is evidently | 
Mr. Hervey's own. So much of Mr. Hervey's Short- 
hand as could be made out, is in diſtin Papers at the 

* L * | End, 
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For my own Part, I muſt confeſs, that the very 
Objections which are uſually made to the Doctrines 
which are called Calviniſtical, are, to my Appre- 
henſion, the ſtrongeſt Proofs of their Agreement 
with the Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached. T hey 
were charged with Antinomian Principles, even with 
teaching Men to do Evil that Good might come, Rom. 
iii. 8. with cancelling all. Obligation to good 
Works, or making void the Law through Faith, 
Rom. iii. 31. with encouraging Men to continue in 
Sin that Grace might abound, Rom. vi. 1. with 

making 


End, and carries the Name of Addington, whom I ſup- 
poſe to have been employed as Decypherer, 

At the ſame time that theſe Letters contain a Detec- 
tion of Falſehood, they exhibit a glorious View of divine 
Truth.—They were occaſioned by an unproveked Attack 
upon Theron and Aſpaſio, which was firſt made by private 
Letter, and then publiſhed to the World; this called forth 
Mr. Hervey to a Defence of himſelf and his Writings, 
which he maintained with all that Elegance of Style and 
Strength of Argument, of which he was peculiarly poſ- 
ſeſſed. This great Man, though no Friend to the Holi- 
neſs of Monks—the Devotion of Hermits—or the Preten- 
ſions of Perfeftionit5s—lived and died as ſhining an Exam- 
ple of the Power of Chri/tian Godlineſs, as he was the 
ſteady and able Aſſertor of the only Foundation on which it 
can reſt *,—A Proof of the former, muſt live in the Re- 
membrance of all who had the Honour and Happineſs of 
his Acquaintance ; a Demonſtration of the latter will meet 
the Reader in every Page of the above Letters. A full 
Account of their Publication is to be found in the Pre- 


face to the genuine Edition, publiſhed by Mr. Rivington, 


T7605; and they are well worthy the attentive Peruſal of 
ſuch as do not think the worſe of ſound Doctrine, becauſe 
it is delivered in elegant Language, ſupported by concluſive 
Arguments, and cleared from the Miſconſtructions and 
Miſapprehenſions of its Oppoſers. | 


* 1 Cor. iii. 11, 12, 13. 


+ * 
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making Chrift a Miniſter of Sin, Gal. ii. 17. If this 
was not the Caſe, ſuch Objections would not have 
been ſtated and anſwered as we find recorded in 
the Paſſages referred to, as well as in other Parts 
of the Apoſtolic Writings. There were not want- 
ing thoſe who charged Them with repreſenting the 
Deity as unjuſt, cruel, and partial, as appears from 
Rom. iii. 5, 7. and ix. 14, 19. and their Doctrine 
was ſo liable to Perverſion and Abuſe, that ma 
wreſted it to their o Deſtruttion, 2 Pet. iii. 4 0 
and turned the Grace of Gop into Laſciviouſneſs, 
Jude 4. Nay their great Maſter himſelf was look- 
ed upon as a Blaſphemer, a Deceiver, and as poſſeſſed 
with a Devil; —and becauſe he told ſome ot his 
Self-righteous Hearers ſome very humbling Truths, 
both as to their Principles and Practices, and in- 
ſiſted that zbe Harlots and Publicans would enter into 
the Kingdom of Gop before them, they ſtigmatized 
him as à Friend to Licenciouſneſs, a Wine-bibber and 
Glutton, a Friend of Public ans and Sinners. 
Now 


* He was once in particular in Danger of his Life, 
for a Sermon which He preached in the Synagogue at 
Nazareth, Luke iv. 16, &c. It may not be amils to take 
Notice of the Part of that Sermon which gave the Offence. 
Our Lord took his Text from I/ Ixi. 1, 2. and when he 
began His Diſcourſe, the Hearers were well ſatished with 
what he ſaid: They all bare Him Witneſs (Ver. 22.) and 
wondered at the gracious Wards which proceeded out of His 
Mouth. But when He came, in the Application of his 
Subject, to give ſome broad Hints that Gop's Grace is 
his own, and, as ſuch, he beſtows it as He will —when— 
and to whom He will, but always ſo as to confound hu- 
man Pride, and lay all ſuppoſed Merit and Self-preference 
lower than the Duſt ; that therefore He did not diſpenſe 
His Miracles by private Reſpedts, tut according to the 
Appointment of His heavenly Father. This favoured 8 

muc 
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Now as I do verily believe that Cx ISH and 
his Apoſtles rightly underſtood the Goſpel, though 
their Oppoſers did not, and that they rightly preach- 


ed it, though their Enemies blaſphemed it, and their 
pretended Friends abuſed and perverted it, and as 
theſe Signs followed their Doctrine and Preaching, 
I rather ſuſpect that where theſe Things are not 
in ſome Degree at leaſt, there the true Goſpel is not, 
but ſome * patched-up, mungrel Syſtem, which, 
under a Shew of not being liable to Perverſion and 
Abuſe, has gained no ſmall Reputation in the 
World, and even become the faſhionable Religion. 
But there is an alarming Objection to this, which 
meets us at the Entrance of the Epiſtle to the Ga- 
: | latians 


much of what is now called Calviniſm, and eſpecially as 
it was held forth in two famous Examples which applied 
cloſe to the Point, that Self-righteouſneſs and Free-wll, 
which had laid quiet before in the Breaſts of the Auditory, 
were now rouzed to Fury, and—all they in the Synagogue, 
when they heard THESE I HINGsS, were filled with Wrath, 
and roſe up and thruſt Him out of the City, and led Him unto 
the Brow of the Fill (whereon their City was built) that they 
might caſt Him down Headlong, Ver. 28, 29. | 

might obſerve too, that our Lord was perfectly un- 
derſtood in 2 Himſelf equal with Gad, John v. 18. 
or making Himſelf Gop, Jobn xx. 33. For this He was 
accuſed of Blaſphemy, and at laſt put to Death. Vid. 
Matt. xxvi. 64, 65, 66. n | 


* We are not, as many vam1\voils; Thy v T8 Od, corrupt- 
ing the Word of God, ſaith the. Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 17. 
where the Word sri is very ſignificant. It pro- 
perly denotes the villainous Practice amongft Vintners, of” 
adulterating their Wines with unwholſome Mixtures, or 
lowering them with Water, to promote their Gain. 
Hence it is, with the moſt ſtriking Propriety, applied to 
thoſe, who, for worldly Ends or ſelfiſh Purpoſes, adulte- 
rate the Goſpel with human Reafonings and Imagina- 
tions, 
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latians, Chap. i. 8, 9. Paul was ſo attached to 
his Syſtem, which, by the Way, he aſſures us he 
learnt from Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, that he declares 
in the moſt peremptory Manner we, or an An- 
gel from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel unto you 
than that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accurſed: And leſt this Sentiment ſhould be 
overlooked, or not duly conſidered, it is again in- 
forced—As I ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, that if 


any preach unto you any other Goſpel than that ye 
have received, let him be accurſed. 


Now let thoſe who preach a Goſpel which is not 
liable to Perverſion and Abuſe, conſider well of 
this, and if they can anſwer the following Argu- 
ment, they may ſecurely rail at what they term 


Calviniſtical Dofrines, as being liable to Perverſion 
and Abuſe, when theirs are not. 


The Goſpel which Paul preached was liable 
to be perverted, abuſed, and wreſted to Men's 
Deſtruction. 

But the Goſpel which we preach is not lia- 
ble to be perverted, abuſed, and wreſted to 
Men's Deſtruction. DIY: 

Ergo, the Goſpel which we preach, is not 
the ſame with that which Paul preached, 


I don't know a more unfair Way of attacking a 
Body of People, than by imputing the Faults of 
Individuals to the whole : I fancy, if this were al- 
lowable, that the heartieſt Friends to Arminianiſm, 
would not find their Principles long teneable, and 
yet this is the Way in which they aſſail the Tenets 
of Calviniſm : As if Hypecrites were not the Growth 
of every Soil, and Ewvil-doers the Diſgrace of all 
Profeſſions. But yet, if this Matter were put 

| | tne 
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the Trial, if a Search-Warrant were granted, and 
all the Thieves, Pick-pockets, Highwaymen, and 
Houſebreakers, which, to the Scandal of Govern- 
ment, ſo infeſt this Country, were brought to a 
Bar to declare their Sentiments, (if they can be ſup- 
poſed to have any of the religious Kind) I am con- 
fident thar they would ten to one appear on the 
Arminian Side of the Queſtion, they would be very 
Patriots in the Cauſe of Free will, they would con- 
tend for its -full Swing, till it rewarded them in 
Kind, on that uſeful and inſtructive Edifice, which 
ſtands as a Monument of the Dignity of Man—of 
the Refitude of the human Will—as well as a Me- 
mento of its happy Emancipation from thoſe Shackles 
and Fetters of Corruption, which the Calviniſts ſup- 
pole it to be under. | 

However, let what will be ſaid againſt the Cal- 
viniſts, though they follow Calvin, as they think 
he followed the Scriptures, with regard to Free- 
will, Predeſtination, and Grace—yet they never fol- 
low Arius and Socinus into a Rejection of the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity in UNIT, nor deny the SEL F- 
EXISTENT GODHEAD OF JESUS CHRIST, or the 
PERSONALITY AND DI1vini1Ty of the HOLY GHrosT. 
Nor do they follow Pelagius into a Denial of the 
utter Ruin of Man by the Fall, This cannot be 
ſaid of our later Arminians, who have carried 
« Things much farther than Arminius himſelf, 
(ſays Mr. Broughton in his Bibliotheca Hiſtorico- 
Sacra) „ and ſome of them have come very near 
«« Socinianiſm, they look on the Trinity as not ne- 
« ceſſary to Salvation, and they, generally avoid the 
„ Term, Satisfaction of Chrift—they contend for a 
% general Toleration of all that Profe the Chriſtian 
wy '* Religion.” 


In 
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In whoſe Shop the preſent Animoſity againſt the 
Liturgy and Articles was forged, is very evident, 
We may venture to acquit the Calviniſts of having 
the leaſt Share in it, and may ſuppoſe, without 
the leaſt Uncharitableneſs, that the Petition to Par- 
liament, for Relief from Subſcriptions, would never 
have had its Exiſtence, if Arminianiſm had not 
preſided at the Feathers Tavern. Arminians, if true 
to their Principles, muſt be Enemies to many dot- 
trinal Points in the Articles; Calvinifts, if true to 
their Principles, are Friends, hearty Friends, to 
ALL, | 
As to the Perſons of the Affociators, I don't know 
that I am acquainted with one of them, nor da I 
know a ſingle Name amongſt all thoſe which may 
appear to the Aſſociation Bond; yet it is impoſſible 
for any Body of the leaſt Diſcernment, to read their 
Manifeſto of September 15, 1771, without ſeeing 
that their Principles are replete with Enmity to the 
grand Doctrines of our Eftabliſhmenr, as 1 forth 
in the Liturgy and Articles, However, an Under- 
taking that ſeems to profeſs itſelf to be for the I- 
lumination, Inſtruction, and Good of Mankind, ſhould 
at leaſt have attempted its own Recommendation, 
by honeſtly unfolding the particular Matters, which 
need the propoſed Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, 
the Dottrines objected ta ſhould have been named 
expreſsly, and the Aſſoctators particular Objections 
minutely and diſtinfily ſtated to the public Eye. 
This would have been fair and candid. At pre- 
ſent wt are only ſuppoſed to know that there are 
a Set of Vipers in the Boſom of the Church, who, 
in the Shape of Clergymen, would gnaw out her 
Virals ; that theſe (together with other Perſons diſ- 
affected to the Truth ſhe teaches) have ſent forth a 
moſt indecent and ſcandalous Libel againſt her Liturgy 
3 M an. 
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* and Articles, becauſe theſe don't tally with their Sen- 
timents, therefore they don'tchuſe to have a Subſcrip- 
* tion, which is againſt their Conſcience, laid any lon- 
er in the Way of their Preferment. —This would 
J Fave been the Caſe, if, inſtead of the Archbi/hops, 
Biſhops, and all the Members of both Houſes of Convo- 
cation, all the Angels in Heaven had drawn up, ap- 
roved, and ratified theſe public Confeſſions of the 
" Chriſtian Faith. As without ſome” public Con- 
feſſion of Faith, a viſible Church cannot exiſt-— 
ſo without a ſtrict and due Maintenance of that 
Confeſſion, it muſt ſink into Annihilation but 
af we are to wait for a Confeſſion to which all 
Men will agree, or (which amounts'to the ſame) 
alter or aboliſh every Thing, which“ faZtous, pee viſb, 
and perverſe Spirits may nd Fault with, <who ap- 
« prove of nothing but what they do themſelves *,” 
Confuſion, Ruin, and Deſolation, muſt enſue. 
I ſhall now conclude in the Words of an Au- 
thor, whoſe Commiſeration for the Ignorant, and 
thoſe that are out of the Way, Fave Birth to the 
following | beautiful, and truly Chriſtian Hymn : 


QOLE Self-exiſting Gop moſt High, 
From all Eternity the ſame, 
No longer let thy Foes deny 
Thy GODHEAD, and revile thy Nrame.— 
Jesvs—Jznovan—Jan—deſcend, 


And bid the Hour of Darkneſs end! 


T he Star + (in thy Right-hand no : 
Which on the ibicter d Waters fell, 

How has he ſhed his baneful Pow'r,- © © 

Waſted the Earth and peopled Hell, 


* See Preface to the Liturgy ad Fin. + Rev. viii. 
Ih | . 
While 
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While Millions drink the Arian lie, 
Or poiſon'd by Socinus die ! 


Leſs peſtilent the Men who dare 
Thy Coming in the Fleſh gainſay, 

And, fitting in the Scorner's Chair, 
Caſt all thine Oracles away. 

Led by their own ſufficient Light 

To Horrors of eternal Night. 


How long ſhall Antichriſt blaſpheme, 

And trample on thy written Will ? 
How long ſhall the Pelagian dream 

The Doom of fallen Spirits ſeal, 
And Error, in ten thouſand Forms, 
Deſtroy the Souls of wretched * Worms? 


Deſtroy the Souls—which cannot end ! 
Tho” Satan may awhile deceive, 
That Liar old, and murd'rous Fiend, - | 
Who tells them, They at laſt ſhall live ;'? 
Extinguiſhes th' eternal Fire, 
And makes the deathleſs Worm expire 9. 


What but th' Eſſential Truth divine, 
Can all this Gloom of Hell diſperſe ?—— 
 Jesvs, the FaTazr's GLoxy 4, ſhine, 
Io teach our dark*ned Univerſe: 
In ev'ry & new-born Soul to prove 
That Tnou art Gop—and Gop 1s Love! 


* Job xxv. 6 Iſelxvi. 24. Mark ix. 44. 
I. Heb. i. 3. F John ge 5. 
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